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Council Members 
President, Wilfred Crenwelge  

254-931-5186 (Parish Ed & Property) 
 

Vice President, Doug Reitenga 
765-427-1234 (Mission) 

 

Treasurer, Gina Koennecke 
830-889-1851 (Finance) 

 

Secretary, Sandy Schmidtzinsky 
830-307-9462 (Evangelism)   

 

Neal Burnham 
830-522-5826 (Property) 

 

Paul Hannemann 
979-324-1554 (Cemetery) 

 

David Hartmann 
997-2689 (Stewardship) 

Julia Hahn 
990-1194 

 
 
 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday—Friday  
8am—3pm 

 

 

Transitional Pastor  
Kay Johnson 

pastorkay@gmail.com 
210-559-1034 

(leave your name & #, 
she will call you back) 

Pastor Kay will be onsite 
Fridays, Saturdays &  

Sundays 
 

Christi Fowler 
Administrator 

zionfbg@gmail.com 
997-2195 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

9:00AM with Holy Communion 
 

Service Broadcast at 10:30AM 
on KNAF 910AM 

(No Broadcast on 2nd Sundays) 
 

Video of Service available on  
Zion’s YouTube channel @ 9AM 
www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube 

 

10:15AM Sunday School 

 January 2023 

 

The 
Chimes 

Newsletter of Zion 
Lutheran Church 

From Pastor Kay’s Desk... 
 We are living in strange and difficult times. Everywhere we look we see violence and 
self-indulgence, selfishness and covetousness, judgment and condemnation. We see so 
much wrong that we retreat within ourselves, criticizing and disparaging all that we disagree 
with and are repulsed by. Inside our safe little walls, we peer out and belittle those around 
us who have differing views and ways of living. We assign malevolent intention or seriously 
flawed character to their actions, rarely looking at our own participation in the chaos that 
engulfs us. 
 It is, indeed, a difficult thing to take personal responsibility for our part in the evil 
that surrounds us. We judge others by their actions and hold them accountable. But we 
judge our selves by our intentions – and frequently let ourselves off the hook. We quite eas-
ily justify our own choices and decisions while denouncing those of others around us. 
 But in the end, we are each responsible for our own thoughts and choices and ac-
tions. We will be answerable for our actions, not the actions of others. As hard as it is, we do 
have some control over our lives and deeds. This control comes in the form of choosing 
what to focus on and hold on to. 

 

 There is a Native American story that goes like this: 
 One evening, an elderly Cherokee brave told his grandson about a battle that 
 goes on inside people. He said, “My son, the battle is between two ‘wolves’ inside 
 us all.  One is evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, 
 self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. The 
 other is good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence 
            empathy, generosity, truth, compassion, and faith.”  ...continued on P.2 



 

The grandson thought about it 
for a moment and then asked 
his grandfather, “Which wolf 
wins?” 
 

The old Cherokee simply replied, 
“The one that you feed.” 

 

All human beings fight the desires 
of the flesh, the temptations of this 
world. But we know that God has 
given us only good gifts. It is a 
struggle every day to reject the evil 
and feed the good inside of us, the 
good put there by our great and 
gracious God. But God has given us 
what we need to resist the evil and 
hold fast to the good – God has 
given us his Son. And God’s Son has 
shown us God. 
 
 

           Galatians 5:13-26 
You, my brothers and sisters, were 
called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve 
one another humbly in love. For the entire 
law is fulfilled in keeping this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” If you bite and devour each other, 
watch out or you will be destroyed by each 
other. 
 

So I say, walk by the Spirit, and your will not 
gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh 
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and 
the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They 
are in conflict with each other, so that you 
are not to do whatever you want. But if you 
are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
law. 
 

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, 
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions and envy; 
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn 
you, as I did before, that those who live like 
this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. Since we live by the 
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let 
us not become conceited, provoking and 
envying each other. 
 

Keep your eyes on Jesus. 
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Thank You Notes 
Thank you to everyone who helped set up the Christusbaum display!  I appreciate all 
of y’all’s help and support.  ~Thank you, Emily Beyer 
 
A heartfelt thank you to the congregation for remembering us this Christmas season 
with thoughtful gifts and wishes.  We appreciate all your loving support.  You all are 
truly amazing people.  ~Pastor Kay & Christi 

 
Many thanks to the Sunday School children for all their efforts in putting on their 
Christmas program.  Thanks to Rhonda Behrends for including us in the Christmas 
Cantata and for Judy McGookey for all her time spent practicing songs with the 
children.  We appreciate Audrey Mayer putting out the "Reserved" signs. The parents 
(Jodi Beyer, Lauren Rich, Lindsey & Don Hannemann, and Jill & Logan Minshew) did a 
fantastic job helping the children with their cues.  And most of all, thank YOU, the 
congregation, for always being there to support our youth.  ~Janalee Hannemann  
 
The Worship Committee wishes to extend a huge thank you: 
...to Christi Fowler, Doris Schneider & Perry Strackbein for helping decorate the 
Sanctuary with the poinsettias in time for the church to church walk. 
...to Gina Koennecke, Sandy Schmidtzinsky, and Perry & Cris Strackbein for ushering 
at the church to church walk, awesome job with a great turn out. 
...to those who helped decorate and purchased poinsettias to beautify the Sanctuary.  
...to Arthur Haun & Perry Strackbein for helping with the candleabras. 
...to everyone who helped make the Christmas weekend so special: Pastor Kay, the 
worship assistant, the lectors, the media guys, the altar guild, and the ushers.   

 
Thank you for the $1,155 you sent to the Good Samaritan Center clinic in December.  
I’m pleased to let you know it will count towards all three of our challenge grants.  
That means your money will become $4,620 when we receive the grants in February.   

~Warmest regards, John Willome, Executive Director 
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December 
Statistics 

 

Attendance:  9:00 
Dec   4   65+  129 YouTube views 
Dec 11   64+  444 YouTube views 
Dec 18 117+    94 YouTube views 
Dec 24 111+1100 YouTube views 

Dec 25    42+    58 YouTube views 
 

General Fund Offerings:  
Dec   4         $   8,098.00  
Dec 11         $   5,232.00  
Dec 18         $   5,935.00 
Dec 24         $   9,455.00   
Dec 25         $   1,572.00 
Tithe.ly offerings        $   1,689.01 
 Total          $ 31,981.01  
 

Building Fund Offerings:     
Dec 4, 11, 18                   $      155.00 
 Total         $      155.00 
 

Gen Fund Rev & Exp for NOV: 
Gen Fund Revenue Total $ 14,887.61 
Gen Fund Expense Total  $ 18,103.25 
 

2022 Year-to-Date thru NOV: 
Revenue/Expense  $(25,385.86) 
From Bequests $ 19,192.24 
Remaining Rev/Deficit   $  (6,193.62) 
 

Special Offerings Total:  
Zion WELCA $      565.00 

 Our Shut-Ins 
Home 
DWIGHT WEIRICH, PO Box 2425 
 

FBG Nursing—1117 S. Adams  
GENEVA SCHWARTZ 
 

Heritage Place—96 Frederick 
ELEANORE CRUMP 
 

Knopp Healthcare & Rehab 
—1208 N. Llano 
MARGARET WILKE 
 

Knopp Assisted—202 Billie Dr 
HENRIETTA PRIESS, 
ELAINE THOMAS, EMMA STOTZ 
 

        Villages at Windcrest— 
         702 W Windcrest 
         KATHY HALEY 
         RUTH SARNECKI 

We’ve hit an  
all time high on 

our YouTube 
channel.   

The Christmas 
Eve Service had 

1100 views! 
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Annual  

Congregational 
Meeting will be Sunday, 

January 29, 2023 
immediately following 

the 9am service. 
 

Budget Forums will be 
held on Sunday, Jan 8  

at 10am in the 
Fellowship Hall,  

and on Wednesday,  
Jan 11 at 6pm in the 

Fellowship  
Hall. 

P.3 Council 
Highlights 

• John Weaver resigned his 
position on the Council 
as of December 14, 2022. 

 

• Julia Hahn has been 
appointed to finish out 
the two-year Council 
term of Virginia Soell. 

 

• Doug Reitenga was voted 
to fill in as the Council 
Vice President until the 
elections at the end of 
January 2023. 

 

• Ash Wednesday service 
will be held on Wed, 
February 22 with the 
remaining Lenten 
Services being held on 
Thursday evenings. 

 

• Gina Koennecke and 
Sandy Schmidtzinsky 
delivered goodie bags to 
our homebound 
members, with Janalee 
Hannemann’s help. 

 

• Thank you to Neal 
Burnham, Peggy Jander 
and John Weaver for 
cooking the meal for the 
Wounded Warriors of 
NEBO on December 2, 
and to all those who 
stayed to help make it a 
great success. They were 
very appreciative. 



 

The Special 
Concern for 
January is 
Lutheran 

World Relief – 
Ukraine.   

Zion Care Bags  
Bags from “Zion Cares” were 
delivered to our shut ins during 
mid-December.   They included 
a Santa cup filled with lots of 
chocolate treats, a word find 
book and pen, tissues, hand 
lotion, and 
a Bubble, 
Snap, Pop 
toy to keep 
their fingers 
moving! 
 
  

P.4 

A Stewardship Minute 
Our journey through The Treasure Princi-
ple by Randy Alcorn continues with the 

next principle—Giving is the only  
antidote to materialism. 

The act of giving is a vivid reminder that 
it’s all about God, not about us. It’s say-
ing we are not the point; He is the point. 

He does not exist for us.   
We exist for Him. 

Giving is a joyful surrender to a greater 
Person and a greater agenda.  

Giving dethrones us and exalts Christ. 
Of course, money isn’t all we can give. 

Time and wisdom and hands-on help are 
wonderful gifts. When given out of love 

for God and others, they too will no 
doubt result in treasures in Heaven. 

In His service, David Hartmann 
Stewardship Committee Chair 

Zion Line Dancers are dancing "as if no one is 
looking" on the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the 
month at 5:30 to 6:15pm.  From the left:  
Margaret Solbrig, Janalee Hannemann,  

Diane Mayer (leader), Janice Menking, Sandy 
Schmidtzinsky and Ron Gant. Missing from the 
photo is Gina Koennecke. Taking the photo is 

Aleks Gant. 

 P.5 

Florence 
Rogers 
passed away 
on December 
9, 2022 at 
the age of 
72.  Her 
funeral was 
held in Zion 
on December 15, 2022 with 
Rev. Kay Johnson 
officiating.  She is buried in 
Der Stadt Friedhof. 

 
Preston   
Wilson 
passed 
away on 
December 
11, 2022 at 
the age of 
94.  His 

memorial service will be 
held at Zion on January 6, 
2023 at 11:00am with Rev. 
Kay Johnson officiating.  
He will be buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery. 

 
Clifford 
Jacoby, Sr. 
passed 
away on 
December 
26, 2022 at 
the age of 
82.  His 
memorial service was held 
on December 29, 2022 at  
Schaetter Funeral Home 
with Rev. William Karlson 
officiating. 

SAVE the DATE! 
VBS Day Camp will be held 

July 31 - Aug 4, 2023.   
Sunday School students 

and adult volunteers, 
please mark your 
calendars now.   

 
VBS is open for all children 
who will have completed  

Kindergarten thru  
the 5th grade. 

 

Pastoral Acts 


