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Council Members 
President, Wilfred Crenwelge  

254-931-5186 (Parish Ed & Property) 
 

Vice President 
 
 

Treasurer, Gina Koennecke 
830-889-1851 (Finance) 

 

Secretary, Sandy Schmidtzinsky 
830-307-9462 (Evangelism)   

 

Neal Burnham 
830-522-5826 (Property) 

 

Paul Hannemann 
979-324-1554 (Cemetery) 

 

David Hartmann 
997-2689 (Stewardship) 

 

Doug Reitenga 
765-427-1234 (Mission) 

 

John Weaver 
512-751-6215 (Fellowship) 

Office Hours 
 

Monday—Friday  
8am—3pm 

 

 

Transitional Pastor  
Kay Johnson 

pastorkay@gmail.com 
210-559-1034 

(leave your name & #, 
she will call you back) 

Pastor Kay will be onsite 
Fridays, Saturdays &  

Sundays 
 

Christi Fowler 
Administrator 

zionfbg@gmail.com 
997-2195 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

9:00AM with Holy Communion 
 

Service Broadcast at 10:30AM 
on KNAF 910AM 

(No Broadcast on 2nd Sundays) 
 

Video of Service available on  
Zion’s YouTube channel @ 9AM 
www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube 

 

10:15AM Sunday School 

 

The Chimes 
Monthly Newsletter of Zion Lutheran Church  

December 2022 

Hello! I am so happy to be with you! From time to time I will be sharing some 
thoughts with you and hope that it stimulates conversation. 
  

After this trying year, we are just so tired, which can cause us to despair of things 
ever being good again. And that can cause us to forget who we follow, our great 
God of love and hope. 
  

Romans 12:12 says: Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. So let’s 
talk about prayer. In these days of keeping distant from all we hold dear, we find our-
selves floundering a little. While we know that we are relatively safe, we also know 
that there are many in the world assaulted by fear and illness, hunger and violence. 
  

And so we pray. But why do we pray? What do we 
pray for? I ran across a story about prayer that I’d 
like to share with you and it goes like this: 

Every time I am asked to pray, I think of the old 
deacon who always prayed, “Lord, prop us up 
on our leanin’ side.” After hearing him pray that 
prayer many times, someone asked him why he 
prayed that prayer so fervently. He answered, 
“Well, sir, you see, it’s like this … I got an old 
barn out back. It’s been there a long time; it’s 
withstood a lot of weather. It’s gone through a lot 
of storms, and it’s stood for many years. It’s still 
standing. 

 

“But one day I noticed it was leaning to one side 
a bit. So I went and got some pine poles and 
propped it up on its leaning side so it wouldn’t 
fall. Then I got to thinking about that and how 
much I was like that old barn.  

Continued on p.2 
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Continuation from p.1 

“I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news 
for all people.” Luke 2:10 

I’ve been around a long time. I’ve       
withstood a lot of life’s storms. I’ve      
withstood a lot of hard times, and I’m still 
standing, too. 
 

“But I find myself leaning to one side from 
time to time, so I like to ask the Lord to 
prop us up on our leaning side, ‘cause I 
figure a lot of us get to leaning at times. 
Sometimes we get to leaning toward     
anger, leaning toward bitterness, leaning 
toward hatred, leaning toward cussing, 
leaning toward a lot of things that we 
shouldn’t. So we need to pray, ‘Lord, prop 
us up on our leanin’ side, so we will stand 
straight and tall again, to glorify the Lord.’” 

 

Let us pray. Watch over those who are     
hurting; bless them with love that will be a 
balm to their suffering. Watch over those who 
are emotionally distressed; bless them with 
peace, and let it be a lantern in their        
darkness. Watch over those who are         
disheartened; bless them with courage, and 
let it be a spark to their flagging spirits. Watch 
over those who are isolated by illness; bless 
them with faith, and let it be a friend to them. 
Lord, remind us moment by   moment that we 
need not fear, that your Spirit is with us.      
Immerse us in your love and joy, peace and 
hope. Amen  ~Pastor Kay 

The WELCA Cookie 
Exchange & Social 
will be on Wednesday,  

December 7 at 1:30pm in 
the Fellowship Hall.  All 

women of Zion are invited.  
Participants are asked to 
bring 3 dozen each of 2  

different kinds of cookies to 
exchange. You will also 
need a large container in 
which to take your new 

cookies home. We’ve invited 
women from Bethany  

Lutheran to join us for an 
afternoon of Christmas  

carols, an Advent devotion 
and Christmas BINGO with 
a prize for everyone. This is 
an afternoon guaranteed to 

put you in the Christmas 
spirit. Put on your favorite 

Christmas attire and invite a 
friend. 

 

• The chairs in the altar area have been refurbished thanks to a charitable donation 
by a member.  

• Thank you to the anonymous donation of the new office porch handrails.  Thank 
you to Wilfred Crenwlege and Perry Strackbein for installing them. 

• Thank you Dan, Judy & Collin McGookey for having a street banner made 
announcing Zion’s Community Easter Sunrise Service.  Watch for it 2 weeks 
before Easter. 

• Thank you to Doris Ernst & Laurie Hartmann for enhancing the church front doors 
with new fall wreaths. 

• Thank you to those who helped decorate for Thanksgiving and then again for the 
Christmas season. 

• Thank you to Dwayne, Karen & Emily Beyer for organizing the Christusbaum tree 
display.  Thank you to everyone who helped them set it up. 

• Thank you to Wilfred Crenwelge, Jim O’Neal, and Perry Strackbein for setting out 
the luminaries in the courtyard. 

• To thoughtful people like you…from a grateful person like me. Just wanted to say 
how much I appreciate the gifts of prayers, well wishes, phone calls and food 
during my recovery from knee surgery. Every day proves to be a bit 
better. Feeling blessed!   ~Darlene Hartmann 

• Thank you for your generous donations of $1,460 in support of New Horizons.  
Your financial support makes it possible for New Horizon to offer an improved 
quality of life to those mentally and physically challenged citizens of our 
community. 
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Lutheran World Relief Ingathering 
A big thank you to Ann Armentrout and all the ladies who sewed quilts and assembled 
school kits and personal care kits. About ten women boxed, weighed, and taped our 
quilts and kits for the Texas Ingathering on November 2. Thank you to the men who 
loaded and transported our boxes to Holy Ghost Lutheran. Our twenty-eight boxes 

joined other church donations at Holy Ghost and began the long journey to Lutheran 
World Relief Warehouses in Baltimore, Maryland. This year Ann Armentrout reported 
we sent twenty-eight boxes filled with: Fifteen quilts, 117 school kits and fifty personal 

care kits.  An anonymous donor gave $150 so we were able to include $350 which paid 
the postage for our boxes.  Our goal for next year is to include bar codes in each box 
so we can find out the destination of our quilts and kits.  Thank you to all who donated 

school kit items and items for personal care. 

Thank You Notes 



 

May God’s 
Love and   

Presence fill 
you to  

overflowing  
and bring you 
a most Joyous       

Christmas!   

“Your Savior is born today 
in David’s city.  He is Christ 

the Lord.”  – Luke 2:11 

Christi 

Attendance: 8:00 10:30 
Nov   6  22  20+60 YouTube views 
Nov 13  20  37+35 YouTube views 
Nov 20  17  49+45 YouTube views 
Nov 27  16  46+30 YouTube views 
      

General Fund Offerings:  
Nov   6         $   6,178.00 
Nov 13         $   2,535.00 
Nov 20         $   1,848.00 
Nov 27         $   2,795.00 
Tithe.ly offerings        $   1,184.01 
 Total          $ 14,540.01 
 

Building Fund Offerings:     
Nov 6,13,20                  $      135.00 
 Total         $      135.00 
 

Gen Fund Rev & Exp for OCT: 
Gen Fund Revenue Total $ 15,744.31 
Gen Fund Expense Total  $ 21,274.47 
 

2022 Year-to-Date thru OCT: 
Revenue/Expense  $(22,170.22) 
From Bequests $ 19,192.24 
Remaining Rev/Deficit   $  (2,977.98) 
 

Special Offerings Total:  
World Hunger $      595.00 
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November 

Statistics 

Chimes Deadline—Tuesday, Dec 13! 
Committee Annual Report Deadline—Thurs, Dec 15! 

Rhonda 

 

SUN, DEC 4—9AM Worship with Communion 
 

TUES, DEC 6—5:30PM  
Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 

 

WED, DEC 7— 
8AM Men’s Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 

1:30PM WELCA Cookie Exchange  
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

SUN, DEC 11—9AM Worship with Communion 
 

MON, DEC 12—5:30PM  
Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 

 

TUES, DEC 13—5:30PM  
Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 

 

WED, DEC 14—9AM  
Laborers of Love (Arhelger House)  

 

WED, DEC 14—6:00PM  
Church to Church Walk  

(begins at Zion, Bethany, Holy Ghost,  
ends at St. Mary’s) 

 

SUN, DEC 18—9AM Worship with Communion 
combined with Choir & Sunday School Cantata 

 

SAT, DEC 24—6PM Candlelight Worship 
(Broadcast on KNAF 910AM at 6pm) 

 

SUN, DEC 25—9AM Worship with Communion 
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Christmas  
Tidings! 

 

Zion’s Chancel 
Choir and the   

Sunday School 
youth are joining 

up to present    
“Go Tell It On 
The Mountain” 

Cantata and 
Christmas        

program on      
Sunday, Dec 18 at 

9am.                   
We hope you all 

come to enjoy the          
program! 

Advent &  

Christmas Events 



 

 Results of the questionnaire about our worship services 
is: 117 questionnaires were sent out and 78 were 
returned.  Of the 78 surveys, 67 surveys voted to go with 
one service at 9am with Sunday School following at 
10:15am.  11 surveys voted to stay the same or some 
comments were that we should only have a 10:30am 
service.  The council voted to go with one worship 
service at 9am service starting December 4, 2022. 

 The council voted to take food to the stay at home 
members of Zion.  This will be instead of providing a 
meal for a needy family of 4 or more.  

 A 2023 budget was approved by council and will be 
available for review when all changes have been 
completed.  

 Council voted to stay with ELCA. 

 Congregational meeting is set for January 29, 2023 after 
the 9am service, approximately at 10:15am. We 
encourage all voting members to attend.  

 The council will be reviewing the inactive 
members.  There are several people on the membership 
role that have moved out of town.  

 Virginia Soell resigned from the council effective at the 
end of the council meeting on                                      
November 17, 2022. 

Council Highlights 
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Pastoral Acts 
 

Pastor Kay presented 
Bibles to Bonnie 

Minshew, Caine Rich 
& Collins Rich on 

November 13, 2022 
and to Annie Bailey  
on November 27, 

2022. 
 

Lillah Mae Priess 
passed away on 

November 18, 2022 
at the age of 92.  Her 
service was held at 

the Gazebo in Green-
wood Cemetery on 
November 26, 2022 

by Rev. David Priem.  
She was also buried 

in Greenwood 
Cemetery. 

 

Home 
DWIGHT WEIRICH,  
PO Box 2425 
 

FBG Nursing— 
1117 S. Adams St 
GENEVA SCHWARTZ 
 

Heritage Place— 
96 Frederick 
ELEANORE CRUMP 
 

Knopp Healthcare & 
Rehab—1208 N. Llano 
MARGARET WILKE 
 

Knopp Rehab— 
202 Billie Drive 
PRESTON WILSON 
 

Knopp Assisted— 
202 Billie Drive 
HENRIETTA PRIESS 
ELAINE THOMAS 
EMMA STOTZ 
 

Villages at Windcrest 
—702 W Windcrest 
KATHY HALEY 
RUTH SARNECKI 
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Our journey through The Treasure Principle by 
Randy Alcorn continues with the next 

principle—I should live not for the dot, but for 
the line. 

 

Our lives have two phases: one a dot, the other 
a line. Our present life on earth is the dot. It 

begins. It ends. But from that dot extends a line 
that goes on forever. That line is eternity.  

 

The person who lives for the dot lives for 
treasures on Earth that rot and rust. The person 

who lives for the line lives for treasures in 
Heaven that last forever. Giving is living for the 

line. 
 

In His service,  
David Hartmann, Stewardship Committee Chair 

Zion’s  
Dedicated 

Sunday School 
Singers  

(left to right): 
Kolette Kasper, 

Bonnie Min-
shew, Brynlee 

Minshew, 
Caine Rich & 
Collins Rich. 

A Stewardship 

Minute 


