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17th Sunday after Pentecost                 September 19, 2021 
____________________________ 

 

P=Presider R=Responses 
 

BELLS 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
(Please prepare your heart and mind for worship) 

PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC                         
 

“The Longer I Serve Him” (The Sweeter He Grows) by William J. Gaither 

 
(Please stand, kneel or remain seated) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

R Amen 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P God, our comforter: 

R like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon 

abundance and see scarcity.  We turn our faces away from 

injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with our 

apathy and greed.  Free us from our sin, gracious God.  Listen 

when we call out to you for help.  Lead us by your love to love 

our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen 

 
P All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Receive with glad hearts 

the forgiveness of all your sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

R Amen 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

A Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize, in the words of the 
 Apostles’ Creed. 

R I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

R  And also with you. 

 

RESPONSE 
(Please remain seated as you are able) 

OFFERING                    
“I Love You with the Love of the Lord” by Jim Gilbert 

 

(Please stand as you are able)     

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 Lord in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      

R Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever.  Amen  
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33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, 
“What were you arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, for on the way 
they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the 
twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant 
of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, 
he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

 
P The gospel of the Lord.    

R Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(Please be seated) 

SERMON            “What Comes First?”                Rev. Ron Windecker 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “O Savior, Precious Savior”                HYMN NO. 820 
 

O Savior, precious Savior, whom yet unseen we love; 

O name of might and favor, all other names above: 

we worship thee; we bless thee; to thee alone we sing; 

we praise thee and confess thee, our holy Lord and King. 

 

O bringer of salvation, who wondrously hast wrought, 

thyself the revelation of love beyond our thought: 

we worship thee; we bless thee; to thee alone we sing; 

we praise thee and confess thee, our gracious Lord and King. 

 

In thee all fullness dwelleth, all grace and pow'r divine; 

the glory that excelleth, O Son of God, is thine. 

We worship thee; we bless thee; to thee alone we sing; 

we praise thee and confess thee, our glorious Lord and King. 

 

Oh, grant the consummation of this our song above, 

in endless adoration and everlasting love; 

then shall we praise and bless thee where perfect praises ring, 

and evermore confess thee, our Savior and our King! 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879 
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GATHERING 

(Please stand as you are able) 

GATHERING HYMN     “Open Now Thy Gates of…” (vs.1-3) HYMN NO. 533 
 

Open now thy gates of beauty, Zion, let me enter there, 

where my soul in joyful duty waits for God who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

Gracious God, I come before thee; come thou also unto me; 

where we find thee and adore thee,  

there a heav'n on earth must be. 

To my heart, oh, enter thou, let it be thy temple now! 

 

Here thy praise is gladly chanted, here thy seed is duly sown; 

let my soul, where it is planted,  

bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

so that all I hear may be fruitful unto life in me. 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 

DIALOGUE 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

R And also with you. 

 
A  My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast.   

R I will sing and make melody. 

A    Awake, my soul!  Awake, O harp and lyre! 

R     I will awake the dawn. 

A  I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; 

R    I will sing praises to you among the nations. 

A  For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens; 

R     your faithfulness extends to the clouds. 

A  Be exalted, O God, above the heavens. 

R     Let your glory be over all the earth.  (Psalm 57:7-11) 
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P  The Lord be with you. 

R And also with you. 

P   Let us pray.  O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and 
welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish 
ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as 
servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

R    Amen   
 

(Please be seated) 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                  Ray Salinas 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING Jeremiah 11:18-20 

Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced 
God’s word to Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah 
continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering. 

 
18 It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew;  then you showed me their 
evil deeds.  19 But I was like a gentle lamb   led to the slaughter.  And I did not know it 
was against me    that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its 
fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so that his name will no longer be 
remembered!”  20 But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously,  who try the heart 
and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my 
cause. 
 

L  The Word of the Lord.    

R     Thanks be to God.   

 

SECOND READING  James 3:13-18, 4:1-3, 7-8a 

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our 
own wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and 
impartiality toward others. 

 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15 Such 
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.  
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16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 
wickedness of every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 
partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those 
who make peace.  4:1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they 
come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2 You 
want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet 

something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do 
not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.  7 Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8a Draw near to God, 
and he will draw near to you.  
 
L The Word of the Lord.     

R Thanks be to God.   

 
(Please stand as you are able)               

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    “Thy Word”  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th Chapter. 

R    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL  Mark 9:30-37 
Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is 
seduced by the world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and 
money. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 

 
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to 
know it; 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to 
be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being 
killed, he will rise again.” 32 But they did not understand what he was saying and 
were afraid to ask him. 

Page 4 

Words & Music by Amy Grant and Michael 
W. Smith; CCLI #14301 © 1984 Word 
Music, LLC Meadow Green Music Co. 



BENEDICTION 
P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and 

be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩give you peace. 

R Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN   “I Know That My Redeemer…” (vs.1,2,3,8) HYMN NO. 619 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

he lives, my ever-living head! 

 

He lives triumphant from the grave; 

he lives eternally to save; 

he lives exalted, throned above; 

he lives to rule his church in love. 

 

He lives to grant me rich supply; 

he lives to guide me with his eye; 

he lives to comfort me when faint; 

he lives to hear my soul's complaint. 

 

He lives, all glory to his name! 

He lives, my Savior, still the same; 

what joy this blest assurance gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt. 

 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace.   Be a witness for the Lord. 

R  Thanks be to God. 

 

“Serve the Lord with Gladness” by B.B. McKinney 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Fredericksburg, Texas 
426 W. Main – PO Box 1571 – Fredericksburg, TX  78624 

(830) 997-2195 – www.zion-lutheran.com – email:  zionfbg@gmail.com 
Go Like Our Facebook Page @ https://www.facebook.com/zionfredericksburgtx/ 

 

_____________________________________________ 
 

17th Sunday after Pentecost – Sept. 19, 2021 

Broadcast on KNAF (910AM) at 10:30AM 

Video on Zion’s YouTube Channel at 10:30AM 

(go to www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube) 
Podcast available www.zion-lutheran.com under sermons tab 

 

Pastor – Rev. Ron Windecker; prwzion@gmail.com 
Accompanist – Sheri Robinson; Director of Music – Ray Salinas 

Videographer – Peter Ray 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In our Hearts and Prayers: our homebound and shut-ins, all other nursing 
home residents, The Family of Pastor Dale Brand (former Interim Pastor at Zion), 
Claribel Hannemann, Ashley Klaerner (son of Dorothy Moellering), Jerome Lindig, 
The Family of Shirly Robinson (mother-in-law of Sheri Robinson), Margaret Wilke, 
our Fredericksburg community, our government, our nation, and the military.   
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Kurt and Ernestine Grunau 
in humble thanks for Grace and Blessings received over so many years. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Special Concern for September is Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Service.  In partnership with Lutheran congregations and Lutheran social ministry        
organizations, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service has welcomed more 
than 379,000 refugees to the United States since 1939.  The work of the ELCA 
through this service includes providing assistance on the Mexico side of the Border 
with clothes, food and clean water. This is a non-political entity.  Join us in this 
courageous work of serving and loving our neighbors in the name of Jesus Christ.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Thank you to everyone who helped support the Fall Festival.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The Oct-Dec Portals of Prayer are available in the Narthex & Atrium. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Thank you for your General Fund Contributions of $2,930 and your Special 

Contributions of $385 given this past week.  Attendance:  36 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT & LECTOR – Greg Oehler & Debbie Sultemeier 
 

USHERS – Wilfred Crenwelge, Peggy Jander, Paul Hannemann, Robert Menking 

 

MINISTRIES FOR THE WEEK 
MON – Sept 20 9:00am Staff Mtg 
 

WED – Sept 22  NO LOL 
 

SUN – Sept 26               10:30am In-Person Worship  
                                       10:30am Service Broadcast on KNAF 
                                       10:30am Service Live on YouTube 

                               www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube 

 

http://www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube

