Zion Lutheran Church
Fredericksburg, Texas

Second Sunday of Easter

April 11, 2021

____________________________
P=Presider R=Responses
BELLS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Please prepare your heart and mind for worship)
PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
by Lowell Mason & Isaac Watts; Arr. S. Robinson

(Please stand, kneel or remain seated)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
R
Amen
P
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of
your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P
R

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen

SENDING HYMN

“Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”
(vs.1,2,4,5) HYMN NO. 389

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching ev’ry place and time.
Women and men, in age and youth,
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.
Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

DISMISSAL
L
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
R
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
L
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
R
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

P

R

As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

GATHERING
(Please stand as you are able)
GATHERING HYMN
“That Easter Day with…” (vs.1,2,4)
HYMN NO. 384 to the Tune of NO. 249
That Easter day with joy was bright;
the sun shone out with fairer light
when, to their longing eyes restored,
th'apostles saw their risen Lord!
O Jesus, king of gentleness,
with constant love our hearts possess;
to you our lips will ever raise
the tribute of our grateful praise.
All praise, O risen Lord, we give
to you, once dead, but now alive!
To God the Father equal praise,
and God the Spirit, now we raise!
Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

“Nothing But the Blood” by Robert Lowry
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KYRIE (Spoken)
HYMNAL p. 147
P
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us
pray to the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
R
Amen
HYMN OF PRAISE
“Glory to God…” HYMNAL p. 148
P
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on
earth.
R
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and
Father: We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb
of God: You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. You are seated at the
right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father. Amen
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you.
R
And also with you.
P
Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day
of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among
us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all
that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
R
Amen

PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
R And also with you.

RESPONSE
(Please be seated)
OFFERING
How to make a financial offering:
•
•

•

Mail your offering envelope to the church office
Check out Zion's website for online donation option via Tithe.ly
OR you can go directly to this link
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077
Set up direct bill pay at your personal bank

And always remember, there are many ways we can make
offerings to God, such as prayer and acts of service.
“Room at the Cross” by Ira F. Stanphill
(Please stand as you are able)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P
Hear us, O God.
R your mercy is great.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
R Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look
upon you with favor and ☩give you peace.
R Amen
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HYMN OF THE DAY “I Know That My…” (vs.1,4,8)
HYMN NO. 619
I know that my Redeemer lives!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
he lives, my ever-living head!
He lives to silence all my fears;
he lives to wipe away my tears;
he lives to calm my troubled heart;
he lives all blessings to impart.
He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
what joy this blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize, in
the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
R
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator
of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen
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(Please be seated)
SPECIAL MUSIC
YTZ

“This is the Day”

KOTK

WORD
FIRST READING
Acts 4:32-35
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of
Jesus, the early Christian community shared what they owned
or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who
were in need.
32 Now

the whole group of those who believed were of one
heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any
possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. 33 With great power the apostles gave their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid
it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any
had need. (NRSV)
L
R

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 John 1:1-10; 2:1-2
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality
of God is light, but our confessed reality has been sin. God
cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so
that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light.
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we
have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have
looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of
life— 2 this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify
to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the
Father and was revealed to us— 3 we declare to you what we
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his
Son Jesus Christ.
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4 We

are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to
you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If
we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in
the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from
all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make
him a liar, and his word is not in us. 2:1My little children, I am
writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; 2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole
world. (NRSV)
5 This

L
R

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please stand as you are able)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P
R

HYMNAL p. 151

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 20th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 20:19-31
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to
his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who
entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.
GOSPEL

19 When

it was evening on that day, the first day of the week,
and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.” 24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one
of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said
to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side,
I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were again in
the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it
in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30 Now Jesus
did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his
name. (NRSV)
P
R

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON
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Rev. Lisa Hoelscher
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
In our Hearts and Prayers: our homebound and shut-ins,
all other nursing home residents, Myrtle Becker, Claribel
Hannemann, Alton Moellering, Bernard Scrogin, Margaret
Wilke, our Fredericksburg community, our government, our
nation, and the military.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Special Concern for April is the Fredericksburg Food
Pantry. Thank you for your support.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Zion is now offering In-Person Worship each Sunday
along with the service still being live on the radio and
YouTube. NO RSVP needed.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Worship Committee wishes to thank the pastors,
council members, Altar Guild, and all the others who did an
awesome job of pitching in to make the Lenten Season, Holy
Week and Easter Services so successful and meaningful,
even with all the changes that had to be made. Blessings to
you all.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Thank you for your Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
Contributions of $244. Thank you for your Easter General
Fund Contributions of $9,361, and your Special Contributions
of $200.
WORSHIP LECTOR – Mary Wilson
USHERS – Margie Eckhardt, Marlin and Laurie Hartmann,
Jim O’Neal, Perry Strackbein, John Weaver
MINISTRIES
MON – Apr 12
9:00am
6:30pm
TUES – Apr 13
9:30am
WED – Mar 24

SUN – Apr 18

9:00am
1:30pm
6:00pm
10:30am
10:30am
10:30am

FOR THE WEEK
Staff Meeting
Growing in Faith via Zoom
Deanery Mtg
NO Bible Study
Daycare Chapel
WELCA Bible Study in-person
at 714 Agave St
Council Meeting in Conf Rm
In-Person Worship
Service Broadcast on KNAF
Service Live on YouTube
www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Fredericksburg, Texas
426 W. Main – PO Box 1571 – Fredericksburg, TX 78624
(830) 997-2195 – www.zion-lutheran.com – email: zionfbg@gmail.com
Go Like Our Facebook Page @
https://www.facebook.com/zionfredericksburgtx/
_____________________________________________

2nd Sunday of Easter – April 11, 2021
Broadcast on KNAF (910AM) at

9:00AM

Video on Zion’s YouTube Channel at 9:00AM

(go to www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube)
Podcast available www.zion-lutheran.com under sermons tab
Senior Pastor – Rev. Ron Windecker; prwzion@gmail.com
Associate Pastor – Rev. Lisa Hoelscher; pastorlisah@gmail.com
Accompanist – Sheri Robinson; Director of Music – Ray Salinas
Videographer – Peter Ray
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