
Zion Lutheran Church  
Fredericksburg, Texas 

2nd Sunday of Advent         December 6, 2020 

“Reflected Light” 
Like jewels of a crown they shall shine on his land. ~Zechariah 9:16 

____________________________ 
 

P=Presider R=Responses 
 

BELLS 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(Please prepare your heart and mind for worship) 

PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC   
“Carol of the Bells” by M. Leontovich & Peter J. Wilhousky 

 

(Please stand, kneel or remain seated) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. 

R Amen 
P Heavenly Father, it is only because of your promises of 

light in Christ Jesus that we come before you, pleading 
for mercy.  

R Forgive the darkness within me, and the 

darkness that surrounds me.  Forgive my 

many failures to shine with Christ’s love and 

live as the light of the world.  Forgive the 

harsh judgments I make of others, and the 

leniency I show myself.   Forgive the lies I tell 

others and the truths I avoid for myself.  

Forgive the pain I cause others and the 

indulgence I show myself.  
P Dear friends in Christ, your sins are forgiven. It is by 

grace you have been saved, through faith.  As a called 
and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Arise, shine, for 
your light has come! 

R Amen 

SENDING HYMN   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (vs.1,3,4) 

 HYMN NO. 279 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years    

are met in thee tonight. 
 

How silently, how silently 

the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

So God imparts to human hearts     

the blessings of his heav'n. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

but, in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

oh, come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 

 

DISMISSAL  

L Arise, shine, for your light has come!  

R And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! 

L Let your light shine before others, 

R So that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father who is in heaven! 
 

“Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella” ~17th Century French Provençal Carol 
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SILENT PRAYER 

 
(Please stand as you are able)  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Empower us, O Lord 

R to reflect your light.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      

R Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen   

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look 
upon you with favor and ☩give you peace. 

R Amen 
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GATHERING 

(Please stand as you are able) 

HYMN        “What Child is This”         HYMN NO. 296 
 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate 

where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

the cross be borne for me, for you; 

hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

the virgin sings her lullaby; 

joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 
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(Please remain standing as you are able) 

DIALOGUE 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

R And also with you. 

P Arise, shine, for your light has come!  

R And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! 

P The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?                                                 

R The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom 

shall I be afraid?                                     

P We have the prophetic Word made more sure;  

R It is a lamp shining in a dark place.  

P The day will dawn and the Morning Star will rise in our 
hearts! 

R So we proclaim the praises of him 

P Who called us out of darkness—  

R Into his marvelous light!      

P Last Sunday we lit the first candle in the spirit of peace 
and today we light the second candle with a spirit of 
hope.  We light the Bethlehem Candle to remind us of 
the dark night when Joseph and Mary found light and 
warmth in the stable and that Jesus is the light and hope 
of the world, is coming again.  Help us to get ready for 
your coming by making room in our hearts for others.  
Let us pray:  

ALL Holy God, so many in the world do not know 

peace in their countries or in their hearts. We 

use barbed words to wound one another. We 

seek peace for our restless hearts in things 

that only make us more wounded. Open our 

hearts to Jesus so we may have the peace of 

his holy presence and live it in our unpeaceful 

world. Save us from outside violence and 

inner turmoil. We need you. Come, peaceful 

God, come. Amen. 
 

Page 3 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
P Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize, in 
 the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

R I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 

of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen 

 

PEACE  

P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

R  And also with you. 

 

RESPONSE 
(Please be seated) 

OFFERING                

The work of God continues, even when we can’t gather in 
person.  While the offering plate can’t be passed around, 
there are still several ways to tithe: 
• Mail your offering envelope to the church office 
• Check out Zion's website for online donation option via Tithe.ly      
      OR you can go directly to this link https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077 
• Set up direct bill pay at your personal bank 

And always remember, there are many ways we can make 
offerings to God, such as prayer and acts of service. 

 

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
 ~Music: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1599; Lyrics: 15th  Century German 
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(Please be seated) 

SERMON   “Reflected Light”   Rev. Ron Windecker 

 
(Please stand as you are able) 

HYMN            “Savior of the Nations, Come” (vs.1,2,5) 

 HYMN NO. 263 to the Tune of NO. 685 

 

Savior of the nations, come; 

virgin's son, make here your home. 

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 

God has chosen such a birth. 

 

Not by human flesh and blood, 

but the mystic Breath of God, 

was the Word of God made flesh, 

fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 

 

Now your manger, shining bright, 

hallows night with newborn light. 

Night cannot this light subdue; 

let our faith shine ever new. 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version 
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
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(Please be seated) 

SPECIAL MUSIC                               Ray Salinas 

 

YTZ 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING Zechariah 9:14-17    
14 Then the LORD will appear over them, 
    and his arrow go forth like lightning; 
the Lord GOD will sound the trumpet 
    and march forth in the whirlwinds of the south. 
 

15 The LORD of hosts will protect them, 
    and they shall devour and tread down the slingers;  
they shall drink their blood like wine, 
    and be full like a bowl, 
    drenched like the corners of the altar. 
 

16 On that day the LORD their God will save them 
    for they are the flock of his people; 
for like the jewels of a crown 
    they shall shine on his land. 
 

17 For what goodness and beauty are his! 
    Grain shall make the young men flourish, 
    and new wine the young women.  (NRSV)  

 
 

L  The Word of the Lord.   

R     Thanks be to God.   
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PSALM (Spoken responsively by verse) 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 
L 1 LORD, you were favorable to your land; 
     you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

R 2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

     you pardoned all their sin. 

 
L  8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
    for he will speak peace to his people, 
     to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.  

R  9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who  

fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 

 
L  10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
     righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 

R  11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 

     and righteousness will look down from the  

sky. 

 
L  12 The LORD will give what is good, 
    and our land will yield its increase. 

R  13 Righteousness will go before him, 

     and will make a path for his steps.  (NRSV) 

 

SECOND READING  Philippians 2:14-16 
14 Do all things without murmuring and arguing, 15 so that you 
may be blameless and innocent, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in 
which you shine like stars in the world. 16 It is by your holding 
fast to the word of life that I can boast on the day of Christ that I 
did not run in vain or labor in vain. (NRSV) 
 
L The Word of the Lord.    

R  Thanks be to God.   
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(Please stand as you are able) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Spoken)      

“O Savior, Precious Savior” (vs.1) HYMN NO. 820 
 

O Savior, precious Savior, 

whom yet unseen we love; 

O name of might and favor, 

all other names above: 

we worship thee; we bless thee; 

to thee alone we sing; 

we praise thee and confess thee, 

our holy Lord and King. 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879 

 
P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th  

Chapter. 

R    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 5:13-16 
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, 
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.  14 “You 
are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven.  (NRSV) 
 
P The gospel of the Lord.   

R Praise to you, O Christ. 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

In our Hearts and Prayers: our homebound and shut-ins, 
all other nursing home residents, Myrtle Becker, Claribel 
Hannemann, Margaret Wilke, our Fredericksburg community, 
our government, our nation, and the military.   
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by John 
and Carolyn Weaver wishing everyone a healthy, joyous 
Christmas Season. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Special Concern for December is the Billie 

Kids Daycare.  Help make Christmas a little better for the 

Billie Kids.  If you wish to help, you can make your check out 
to Zion Lutheran Church with “Billie Kids Daycare” in the 
memo line. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Committee Annual Report Deadline is December 10.  

Please email them to zionfbg@gmail.com. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Poinsettia Order Deadline is December 10.  We will still 

use the poinsettias to decorate for the YouTube worship 
videos. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

You may pick up your 2021 Offering Envelopes from the 

church office.  If you call ahead of time, we can leave them on 
the front porch for you as you request. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Hill Country Memorial Hospital and Hospice invite 
you to a drive through candlelight remembrance to 
memorialize the recent loss of loved ones on Friday or 
Saturday, December 11 & 12 between 6pm-8:30pm at 820 
Rueben Street. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thank you for your General Fund Contributions of $1,450, 
your Building Fund Contributions of $25, and your Grace 
Center Contributions of $25 given this past week. 
 

WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Lector – Jim O’Neal 
Greeters & Ushers – Members of the Church Council 

 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Fredericksburg, Texas 
426 W. Main – PO Box 1571 – Fredericksburg, TX  78624 

(830) 997-2195 – www.zion-lutheran.com – email:  zionfbg@gmail.com 
Go Like Our Facebook Page @ 

https://www.facebook.com/zionfredericksburgtx/ 
 

_____________________________________________ 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

December 6, 2020 
Broadcast on KNAF (910AM) at 10:30AM 

Video on Zion’s YouTube Channel at 10:30AM 

(go to www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube) 
Podcast available www.zion-lutheran.com under sermons tab 

 

Senior Pastor – Rev. Ron Windecker; prwzion@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Rev. Lisa Hoelscher; pastorlisah@gmail.com 
Accompanist – Sheri Robinson; Director of Music – Ray Salinas 

Videographer – Peter Ray 
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