
Zion Lutheran Church  
Fredericksburg, Texas 

1st Sunday of Advent       November 29, 2020 

“Rising Light” 
THEME VERSE:  Arise, shine, for your light has come. Isaiah 60:1  

____________________________ 
 

P=Presider R=Responses 
 

BELLS 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(Please prepare your heart and mind for worship) 

PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC                         
“Still, Still, Still” ~Music: Austrian Carol; Lyrics: Georg Götsch; arr. Chip Davis 

 
(Please stand, kneel or remain seated) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P  God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 

R If we claim to have fellowship with him, yet 

walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live 

by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he 

is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

purifies us from sin. 

P  Let us confess our sins to God.  

R Most holy and mighty Father, we have sinned 

against you by what we have done, and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart and we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have 

run from your ways and embraced the 

darkness of this present evil age. Forgive us 

for the sake of Jesus Christ your only Son and 

our only Savior. 

 

SENDING HYMN   “Rejoice…” (vs.1&4)   HYMN NO. 244 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 

and let your lights appear; 

the evening is advancing,  

and darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is arising 

and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 

at midnight comes the cry. 

 

Our hope and expectation, 

O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, O Sun so longed for, 

o'er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, 

we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth's redemption 

that sets your people free! 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 

 

DISMISSAL  

A Arise, shine, for your light has come!  

R And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! 

A The Lord is my light and my salvation— 

R Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold 

of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?  

 
(Please remain seated until dismissed by an usher) 

 
“How Great Our Joy” ~Traditional German Carol 
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SILENT PRAYER 

 
(Please stand as you are able)  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A  The light shines in the darkness, 

R   but the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      

R Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen   

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look 
upon you with favor and ☩give you peace. 

R Amen 
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P Friends in Christ, if we confess our sins, God is faithful 
and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. As a called and ordained minister of 
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.  Arise, shine, for your light has come! 

R Amen 

 

GATHERING 

(Please stand as you are able) 

HYMN       “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

HYMN NO. 254 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a king; 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
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(Please remain standing as you are able) 

DIALOGUE 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 
Father and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 

R  Amen 

A  Arise, shine, for your light has come!  

R  And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! 

A  The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? 

R The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom 

shall I be afraid? 

A  We have the prophetic Word made more sure; 

R  It is a lamp shining in a dark place. 

A The day will dawn and the Morning Star will rise in our 
hearts!   

R  So we proclaim the praises of him 

A  Who called us out of darkness? 

R  Into his marvelous light! 

P As we light the first Advent candle, we do it in the spirit of 
peace.  The first candle, the prophet’s candle, represents 
our anticipation of Christ’s coming.  It reminds us of the 
hope that the prophets had in the coming of a Messiah 
who would bring peace and love to the world.   Let us 
pray together. 

All: So many in your world, Holy God, have lost 

hope or put their hope in false promises and 

not in your light.  Sometimes it feels you 

aren’t with us but are far, far away.  We pray 

that you come into our world again.  Enter our 

hearts to see in new ways the creative power 

of hope.  Help us live into your hope so we 

may be your light shining in the dark places of 

our world.  We pray this in the name of the 

one who was born in Bethlehem and whose 

return we await.  Amen 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
A Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize, in 
 the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

R I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 

of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen 

 

PEACE  

A  The peace of Christ be with you always.  

R  And also with you. 

 

RESPONSE 
(Please be seated) 

OFFERING                

How to make a financial offering: 
• Place your gift in the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary  

as you exit 
• Mail your offering envelope to the church office 
• Check out Zion's website for online donation option via Tithe.ly      
      OR you can go directly to this link https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077 
• Set up direct bill pay at your personal bank 

And always remember, there are many ways we can make 
offerings to God, such as prayer and acts of service. 
 

 

“I Wonder As I Wander” ~Appalachian Carol 
“Coventry Carol” ~Traditional English Carol 
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(Please be seated) 

SERMON   “Rising Light”        Rev. Ron Windecker 
 
(Please stand as you are able) 

HYMN        “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vs.1,2,3)  
HYMN NO. 257 

 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

embracing all things far and nigh: 

in strength and beauty come and stay; 

teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 

 

O come, O come, O Lord of might, 

as to your tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times you gave the law 

in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
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(Please be seated) 

SPECIAL MUSIC                               Ray Salinas 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to 
her because the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The 
bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade 
will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s 
praise. 

 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,[a] 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
    all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
    and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.  (NRSV)  

 
 

L  The Word of the Lord.   

R     Thanks be to God.   

 
 

 

Page 4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+60%3A1-6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18827a


PSALM (Spoken responsively by verse) Psalm 80:1-7 
L 1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 

R  2 before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 

         Stir up your might, and come to save us! 
L  3 Restore us, O God; 
    let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

R 4 O LORD God of hosts, 

    how long will you be angry with your people’s  

prayers? 
L 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears, 
     and given them tears to drink in full measure. 

R  6 You make us the scorn of our neighbors; 

     our enemies laugh among themselves. 
L  7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
     let your face shine, that we may be saved.  (NRSV) 
 

SECOND READING  Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill 
the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we 
“put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the 
future God has in store for us. 
 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love 
is the fulfilling of the law.  11 Besides this, you know what time it 
is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13 let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
(NRSV) 
 

L The Word of the Lord.    

R  Thanks be to God.   
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(Please stand as you are able) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Spoken)      

“O Savior, Precious Savior” (vs.1) HYMN NO. 820 
 

O Savior, precious Savior, 

whom yet unseen we love; 

O name of might and favor, 

all other names above: 

we worship thee; we bless thee; 

to thee alone we sing; 

we praise thee and confess thee, 

our holy Lord and King. 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879 

 
P The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st Chapter. 

R    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL  Luke 1:68, 74-79 

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high 
shall break upon us. (Lk. 1:78) 

 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked 
favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 
before him all our days.  76 And you, child, will be called the 
prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 
prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his 
people by the forgiveness of their sins.  78 By the tender mercy 
of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79 to 
give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”  (NRSV) 

 
P The gospel of the Lord.   

R Praise to you, O Christ. 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

In our Hearts and Prayers: our homebound and shut-ins, 
all other nursing home residents, Myrtle Becker, Claribel 
Hannemann, Margaret Wilke, our Fredericksburg community, 
our government, our nation, and the military.   
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by Diane 
Mayer in grateful thanksgiving for my loving family and friends 
and the opportunity to celebrate another birthday. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Special Concern for November is The Grace 

Center.   The Grace Center of Fredericksburg is currently in 
the     middle of a capital campaign. Their goal is to raise the 
funds necessary to build a shelter where those who have been 
impacted by domestic violence can seek shelter from their 
abuser. Currently, the closest shelters are in Boerne and 
Kerrville.  To help, you can make your checks out to Zion with 
“Grace Center” in the memo line. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thank you for your General Fund Contributions of $2,430, 
your Building Fund Contributions of $120, and your Grace 
Center Contributions of $500 given this past week. 
 

WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Assistant & Lector – Robert Menking 
Greeters & Ushers – Members of the Church Council 

 
 

 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Fredericksburg, Texas 
426 W. Main – PO Box 1571 – Fredericksburg, TX  78624 

(830) 997-2195 – www.zion-lutheran.com – email:  zionfbg@gmail.com 
Go Like Our Facebook Page @ 

https://www.facebook.com/zionfredericksburgtx/ 
 

_____________________________________________ 

1st Sunday of Advent 

November 29, 2020 
Broadcast on KNAF (910AM) at 10:30AM 

Video on Zion’s YouTube Channel at 10:30AM 

(go to www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube) 
Podcast available www.zion-lutheran.com under sermons tab 

 

Senior Pastor – Rev. Ron Windecker; prwzion@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Rev. Lisa Hoelscher; pastorlisah@gmail.com 
Accompanist – Sheri Robinson; Director of Music – Ray Salinas 

Videographer – Peter Ray 
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