
Zion Lutheran Church  
Fredericksburg, Texas 

16th Sunday after Pentecost   Sept. 20, 2020 
____________________________ 

 

P=Presider R=Responses 
 

BELLS 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(Please prepare your heart and mind for worship) 

PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC                         
“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” by Cesáreo Gabaráin 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

R Amen 

P Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us 
remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P God of mercy, 

R we confess that we have sinned against you, 

against one another, and against the earth 

entrusted to our care.  We are worried and 

distracted by many things, and we fail to love 

you above all else.  We store up treasures for 

ourselves and turn away from our neighbors 

in need.  Forgive us, that we may live in the 

freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for 
us and, for his sake, forgive us all our sins.  As a called 
and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

R Amen 

SENDING HYMN   “Jesus Loves Me!”     HYMN NO. 595 
 

Jesus loves me! this I know, 

for the Bible tells me so; 

little ones to him belong, 

they are weak, but he is strong. 

 

Refrain: 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, 

the Bible tells me so. 

 

Jesus loves me! he who died 

heaven's gates to open wide; 

he will wash away my sin, 

let his little child come in.  Refrain 

 

Jesus loves me! he will stay 

close beside me all the way; 

when at last I come to die, 

he will take me home on high.  Refrain 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 

 

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. Which part of the word of God -- the readings and the 
 sermon -- resonates with you today? 
2. What is one moment from the rest of the service  

(liturgy, hymns, or prayers) that you want to keep with 
you the rest of the week? 

 

DISMISSAL  

P Be at peace. Christ is with you today and always. 

R Thanks be to God. 
 

“My Life Flows On in Endless Song” by Robert Lowry 
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R hear our prayer. 

P Merciful God, guide us as we seek to build institutions 
that are fair and just. Inspire congressional 
representatives, legislators, and local authorities to act 
according to your will. Lord, in your mercy, 

R hear our prayer. 

P Healing God, even when we suffer, you do not abandon 
us. We pray for anyone broken in mind, body, or 
spirit, especially those who we name in our hearts. Lord, 
in your mercy, 

R hear our prayer. 

P Faithful God, we praise you for the generations before us 
who have proclaimed the Good News of your love for us 
and all creation. Give us courage to follow them, living 
for Christ, until you call us to join them around his throne. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

R hear our prayer. 

P All these things and whatever else you see that we need, 
we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 

R Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      

R Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen   
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look 
upon you with favor and ☩give you peace. 

R Amen 
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GATHERING 

HYMN        “Amazing Grace” (vs.1,2,4,5) HYMN NO. 779 
                 

 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

was blind, but now I see. 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed! 

 

The Lord has promised good to me; 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 

 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise 

than when we'd first begun. 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5 

 
 
 

GREETING  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
R And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Responses Sung)                       HYMNAL p. 147 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

R Amen    
                                      

HYMN OF PRAISE      “Glory to God…”    HYMNAL p. 148  
P  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 

earth. 

R  Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and 

Father:  We worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus 

Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb 

of God:  You take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  You are seated at the 

right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are 

the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father.  Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P   The Lord be with you.   

R     And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  Almighty and eternal God, you show 
perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because 
we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your 
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

R    Amen   
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R On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen 

PEACE  

P  The peace of Christ be with you always.  

R  And also with you. 

RESPONSE 
OFFERING                

The work of God continues, even when we can’t gather in 
person. While the offering plate can't be passed around, there 
are still several ways to tithe: 
• Mail your offering envelope to the church office 
• Check out Zion's website for online donation option via Tithe.ly      
      OR you can go directly to this link https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077 
• Set up direct bill pay at your personal bank 

And always remember, there are many ways we can make 
offerings to God, such as prayer and acts of service. 
 

“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” by Rick Founds 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Drawn together in God's loving arms, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

P Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. 
Where this gospel challenges the church, equip it for its works 
of service. Strengthen those who are often cast aside or 
ignored. Lord, in your mercy, 

R hear our prayer. 

P Holy God, sin causes us to compete for resources and power, 
yet you have promised to provide enough for us all. Bring 
peace to places of conflict and violence especially Syria and 
Mexico, and heal the divisions in our own country. Inspire 
leaders with wisdom and sound judgment. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077


HYMN     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” HYMN NO. 631 
 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling,  

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling,  

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 

Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

into ev'ry troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit; let us find thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 

Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never,  

nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,  

glory in thy perfect love. 
 

Finish then thy new creation, 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee! 

Changed from glory into glory,  

till in heav'n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
P Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize, in 

the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

R I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 

of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.   

SPECIAL MUSIC      “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” 

Ray C. Salinas 

WORD 

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10--4:1-11 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented 
and God decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and 
became even more angry when God ordered a worm to 
destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with 
a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: 
You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be 
concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites? 
 

3:10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their 
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he 
had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became 
angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this 
what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I 
fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a 
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3 And now, 
O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to 
die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be 
angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east 
of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it 
in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.  
6 The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over 
Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his 
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But 
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that 
attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, 
God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on 
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he 
might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”  9 But 
God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the 
bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.”  10 Then 
the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which 
you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into 
being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be 
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are 
more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do 
not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?” (NRSV)  
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A  The Word of the Lord.   

R     Thanks be to God.   
 

SECOND READING  Philippians 1:21-30 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is 
uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is 
committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the 
Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel 
mission. 
 

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in 
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know 
which I prefer. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire 
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to 
remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all 
of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you 
again.  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and 
hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For 
them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. 
And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you 
the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for 
him as well— 30 since you are having the same struggle that 
you saw I had and now hear that I still have.  (NRSV)  

A The Word of the Lord.    

R  Thanks be to God.   
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                    HYMNAL p. 151 
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P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th 
 Chapter. 

R     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the 
common assumption that God rewards people according to 
what they have earned or deserve. 
 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After 
agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, 
he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4 and he said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again 
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And 
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle 
all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 
10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 
11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree 
with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you 
and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
(NRSV) 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.   

R Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON       “The Grace of God”   Rev. Ron Windecker 



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In our Hearts and Prayers: our homebound and shut-ins, all 

other nursing home residents, Myrtle Becker, Kurt Grunau, Claribel 
Hannemann, The Family of Leola Landis, Margaret Wilke, our 
Fredericksburg community, our government, our nation, and the 
military.   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Special Concerns for September are the Needs 

Council and Food Pantry.  The Mission Committee and 

Council appreciate your generosity in support of these vital 
community services. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Our Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Leola 

Landis, who passed away on September 13, 2020.  She was the 
oldest member of Zion.  May God bring comfort and peace to those 
who mourn.  The family had a graveside service and interment on 
September 17, 2020 in Greenwood Cemetery officiated by Rev. Ron 
Windecker. Memorials may be given to the Hill Country Memorial 
Hospice, American Cancer Society, Diabetes Association, or to the 
charity of one’s choice. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thank you for your General Fund Contributions of $5,640, your 

Building Fund Contributions of $165, your Needs Council 
Contributions of $140, your Food Pantry Contributions of $140, and 
your Postage Contributions of $60 given this past week.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We had 66 views of last Sunday’s video on our YouTube 
channel. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

IF YOU DON’T RECEIVE YOUR BULLETIN IN THE MAIL BY 
SATURDAY…..PLEASE CHECK THE CHURCH OFFICE 

PORCH FOR COPIES YOU CAN PICK UP. 
 

To access the broadcast on YouTube, type  
www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube into your web browser. 

 

Oct-Dec Portals of Prayer are available in the box on the 
front porch of the church office. 

 
 

ZION HAS A NEW REDISGNED WEBSITE.   
SAME WEB ADDRESS:  WWW.ZION-LUTHERAN.COM 

 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Fredericksburg, Texas 
426 W. Main – PO Box 1571 – Fredericksburg, TX  78624 

(830) 997-2195 – www.zion-lutheran.com – email:  zionfbg@gmail.com 
Go Like Our Facebook Page @ 

https://www.facebook.com/zionfredericksburgtx/ 
 

_____________________________________________ 

16th Sunday after Pentecost – Sept. 20, 2020 

Broadcast on KNAF (910AM) at 10:30AM 

Video on Zion’s YouTube Channel at 10:30am 

(go to www.youtube.com & search ‘Zion Fredericksburg, TX’) 
Podcast available www.zion-lutheran.com under sermons tab 

 

Senior Pastor – Rev. Ron Windecker; prwzion@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Rev. Lisa Hoelscher; pastorlisah@gmail.com 
Accompanist – Sheri Robinson; Director of Music – Ray Salinas 

Videographer – Peter Ray 
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