
Zion Lutheran Church  
Fredericksburg, Texas 

18th Sunday after Pentecost October 4, 2020 
____________________________ 

 

P=Presider R=Responses 
 

BELLS 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(Please prepare your heart and mind for worship) 

PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC                         
  “‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” by William J. Kirkpatrick & Louisa M.R. Stead 

  “Trust and Obey” by Daniel B. Towner & John H. Sammis 
 

(Please stand, kneel or remain seated) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

R Amen 

P Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise 
of forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Mighty and loving God, 

R we confess that we are captive to sin and 

cannot free ourselves.  We seek our own way.  

We divide the body of Christ.  In your mercy, 

cleanse us and heal us.  Let the words of our 

mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, and 

everything that we do be filled with faith, 

hope, and love.  Amen 

P Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me to proclaim release to the captives.”  As a called and 
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

R Amen 

SENDING HYMN       “On Our Way…”    HYMN NO. 537 
 

On our way rejoicing gladly let us go. 

Christ our Lord has conquered;  

vanquished is the foe. Christ without, our safety; 

Christ within, our joy; who, if we be faithful, 

can our hope destroy? 
 

Refrain:  On our way rejoicing; 

as we forward move, hearken to our praises,  

O blest God of love! 
 

Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing; 

unto God the Savior thankful hearts we bring; 

unto God the Spirit bow we and adore, 

on our way rejoicing 

now and evermore.  Refrain 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. 

 
DISMISSAL  

L You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go 
in peace.  Share the joy. 

R We worship, love and serve.  Thanks be to 

God. 

 
(Please remain seated until dismissed by an usher) 

 
“When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder” by James M. Black 

 

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. Which part of the word of God -- the readings and the 
 sermon -- resonates with you today? 
2. What is one moment from the rest of the service  

(liturgy, hymns, or prayers) that you want to keep with 
you the rest of the week? 
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SILENT PRAYER 

 
(Please stand as you are able)  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P Lord, in your mercy, 

R hear our prayer. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      

R Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen   

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look 
upon you with favor and ☩give you peace. 

R Amen 
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GATHERING 

(Please stand as you are able) 

HYMN     “All Hail the Power…” (vs.1&3)  HYMN NO. 634 
                 

All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name! 

Let angels prostrate fall; 

bring forth the royal diadem 

and crown him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem 

and crown him Lord of all. 

 

Hail him, you heirs of David's line, 

whom David Lord did call 

the God incarnate, man divine 

and crown him Lord of all. 

The God Incarnate, man divine 

and crown him Lord of all. 
Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts. 1-4; J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, sts. 5-6 

 
 
 
 

GREETING  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
R And also with you. 
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(Please stand as you are able) 

KYRIE (Spoken)                                   HYMNAL p. 147 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

R Amen    
                                      

HYMN OF PRAISE (Spoken) “Glory to… HYMNAL p. 148  
P  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 

earth. 

R  Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and 

Father:  We worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus 

Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb 

of God:  You take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  You are seated at the 

right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are 

the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father.  Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   The Lord be with you.   

R     And also with you. 
P Let us pray.  Beloved God, from you come all things that 

are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to 
know those things that are right, and by your merciful 
guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

R    Amen   
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
P Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize, in 
 the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

R I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 

of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen 

 

PEACE  

P  The peace of Christ be with you always.  

R  And also with you. 

 

RESPONSE 
(Please be seated) 

OFFERING                

How to make a financial offering: 
• Place your gift in the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary  

as you exit 
• Mail your offering envelope to the church office 
• Check out Zion's website for online donation option via Tithe.ly      
      OR you can go directly to this link https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077 
• Set up direct bill pay at your personal bank 

And always remember, there are many ways we can make 
offerings to God, such as prayer and acts of service. 
 

 
“The Wonder of It All” by George Beverly Shea 
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40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those 
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”  
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our 
eyes’?  43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of 
the kingdom.  44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken 
to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”  45 When 
the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to 
arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded 
him as a prophet. (NRSV) 
 

P The gospel of the Lord.   

R Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 

SERMON “Rooting for the Underdog” Rev. Ron Windecker 
 

(Please stand as you are able) 

HYMN            “O Jesus, I Have…” (vs1&4) HYMN NO. 810 
 

 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 

remain forever near me, my master and my friend. 

I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway  

if you will be my guide. 

 

O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you 

that where you are in glory  

your servant shall be too. 

And Jesus, I have promised  

to serve you to the end; 

oh, give me grace to follow,  

my master and my friend. 
Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt. 
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(Please be seated) 

SPECIAL MUSIC      “Beautiful Savior”           Julia Hahn 

WORD 

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the 
relationship between God and Israel. In this song Israel is 
compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, 
the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of 
injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and 
righteousness were expected. 
 

Let me sing for my beloved  my love-song concerning his 
vineyard:  My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,  and planted it with choice 
vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a 
wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes,  but it yielded wild 
grapes.  3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of 
Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.  4 What more was 
there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?  When I 
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?  5 And 
now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.  I will remove 
its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, 
    and it shall be trampled down.  6 I will make it a waste; it shall 
not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers 
and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no 
rain upon it.  7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the 
house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant 
planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, but heard a cry!  (NRSV)  
 
L  The Word of the Lord.   

R     Thanks be to God.   

 

PSALM (Spoken responsively by verse) Psalm 80:7-15 

L 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

R 8 You brought a vine out of Egypt; 

 you drove out the nations and planted it. 
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L  9 You cleared the ground for it; 
    it took deep root and filled the land. 

R  10 The mountains were covered with its shade, 

    the mighty cedars with its branches; 

L  11 it sent out its branches to the sea, 
     and its shoots to the River. 

R 12 Why then have you broken down its walls, 

     so that all who pass along the way pluck its  

fruit? 

L  13 The boar from the forest ravages it, 
     and all that move in the field feed on it. 

R  14 Turn again, O God of hosts; 

     look down from heaven, and see; 

have regard for this vine, 

L  15 the stock that your right hand planted.  (NRSV)  
 

 

SECOND READING  Philippians 3:4b-14 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no 
longer have any bearing in comparison to the right relationship 
he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of 
Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the 
ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 
 

[Paul writes:]  If anyone else has reason to be confident in the 
flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member 
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born 
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor 
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  
7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith.  
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10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and 
the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already 
reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  (NRSV)  
 

L The Word of the Lord.    

R  Thanks be to God.   
 

(Please stand as you are able & join the Lector in speaking 
the Gospel Acclamation) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Spoken)     HYMNAL p. 151 

L Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?   

  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st  
 Chapter. 

L     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46 

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting 
his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about 
the fulfillment of scripture. 
 

33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in 
it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went to another country. 34 When the harvest time had come, 
he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But 
the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than 
the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37 Finally he 
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This 
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So 
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In our Hearts and Prayers: our homebound and shut-ins, all 

other nursing home residents, Myrtle Becker, Kurt Grunau, Claribel 
Hannemann, Margaret Wilke, our Fredericksburg community, our 
government, our nation, and the military.   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Special Concern for October is the ELCA World 

Hunger. “Creatively and courageously working towards a just 

world where all are fed.”  More than 820 million people - that's about 
11 percent of people in our world today - are hungry.  As members 
of the ELCA, we are called to respond. We are a church that rolls up 
our sleeves and gets to work.  Please make a special gift by writing 
a check to Zion with “World Hunger” in the memo line. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

On Wednesday, October 7 at 6:00pm, you are invited to 

join Pastor Ron and Pastor Lisa for a brief outdoor 

devotion that includes Holy Communion.  We will meet 

under the Atrium awning, and the entire service will last about 30 
minutes.  A few chairs will be provided for those who don’t bring 
their own lawn chair.  We are taking extra precautions regarding the 
distribution of the bread and wine, and it will be as contactless as 
possible. No official reservations are required, though it would help 
our planning if you call the office by Wednesday, October 7 before 
3:00pm and let Christi know if you'll be attending.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To worship in the sanctuary, you must register ahead of 

time by calling the church office (830-997-2195). To attend worship 
on October 18th, please register by Wednesday, October 14 before 
3:00pm. Voice messages will be checked frequently.  
NOTE:  The Sanctuary will not open for worship on Oct. 11 or 
Oct. 25. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thank you for your General Fund Contributions of $1,065, your 

Needs Council Contributions of $100, and your Food Pantry 
Contributions of $200 given this past week.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We had 61 views of last Sunday’s video on our YouTube 
channel. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

IF YOU DON’T RECEIVE YOUR BULLETIN IN THE MAIL BY 
SATURDAY…..PLEASE CHECK THE CHURCH OFFICE PORCH 

FOR COPIES YOU CAN PICK UP. 
 
 

ZION HAS A NEW REDISGNED WEBSITE.   
SAME WEB ADDRESS:  WWW.ZION-LUTHERAN.COM 

 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Fredericksburg, Texas 
426 W. Main – PO Box 1571 – Fredericksburg, TX  78624 

(830) 997-2195 – www.zion-lutheran.com – email:  zionfbg@gmail.com 
Go Like Our Facebook Page @ 

https://www.facebook.com/zionfredericksburgtx/ 
 

_____________________________________________ 

18th Sunday after Pentecost – Oct. 4, 2020 

Broadcast on KNAF (910AM) at 10:30AM 

Video on Zion’s YouTube Channel by 3:00pm 

(go to www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube) 
Podcast available www.zion-lutheran.com under sermons tab 

 

Senior Pastor – Rev. Ron Windecker; prwzion@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Rev. Lisa Hoelscher; pastorlisah@gmail.com 
Accompanist – Sheri Robinson; Director of Music – Ray Salinas 

Videographer – Peter Ray 
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