
Zion Lutheran Church  
Fredericksburg, Texas 

15th Sunday after Pentecost   Sept. 13, 2020 
____________________________ 

 

P=Presider R=Responses 
 

BELLS 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(Please prepare your heart and mind for worship) 

PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC                         
“Oh, How I Love Jesus” Music:  Anonymous; Lyrics:  Frederick Whitfield 

  ”O How He Loves You and Me” by Kurt Kaiser 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

R Amen 

P Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us 
remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P God of mercy, 

R we confess that we have sinned against you, 

against one another, and against the earth 

entrusted to our care.  We are worried and 

distracted by many things, and we fail to love 

you above all else.  We store up treasures for 

ourselves and turn away from our neighbors 

in need.  Forgive us, that we may live in the 

freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for 
us and, for his sake, forgive us all our sins.  As a called 
and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

R Amen 

SENDING HYMN  “Praise to the Lord…” HYMN NO. 858 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, 

for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 

joining in glad adoration! 
 

Praise to the Lord,  

who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 

and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 

Praise to the Lord,  

who will prosper your work and defend you; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 

if with his love he befriend you. 
 

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath,  

come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again. 

Gladly forever adore him! 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. Which part of the word of God -- the readings and the 
 sermon -- resonates with you today? 
2. What is one moment from the rest of the service  

(liturgy, hymns, or prayers) that you want to keep with 
you the rest of the week? 

 

DISMISSAL  

P Be at peace. Christ is with you today and always. 

R Thanks be to God. 
 

“Love Lifted Me” by Howard E. Smith & James Rowe 
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P Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness 
to the hearts of all people. Settle our hearts when we 
want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders 
with patience and wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, 

R hear our prayer. 

P Bring healing to all your people who are in need. Be with 
all who are in need of you in their lives especially those 
we name in our hearts.   May peace and healing come in 
their lives.  Lord, in your mercy, 

R hear our prayer. 

P Teach us to forgive. Remind of what is said in the word 
of God. Still our tongues when we are tempted to pass 
judgment and argue over opinions. Make this 
congregation a community of mercy for one another and 
for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

R hear our prayer. 

P All these things and whatever else you see that we need, 
we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 

R Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      

R Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen   
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look 
upon you with favor and ☩give you peace. 

R Amen 
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GATHERING 

HYMN  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  

HYMN NO. 834 
                 

 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 

 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and 

love. 

 

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 

in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 

 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 

 
 

GREETING  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
R And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Responses Sung)                       HYMNAL p. 147 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

R   Lord, have mercy.   
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

R Amen    
                                      

HYMN OF PRAISE      “Glory to God…”    HYMNAL p. 148  
P  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 

earth. 

R  Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and 

Father:  We worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus 

Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb 

of God:  You take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  You are seated at the 

right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are 

the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father.  Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P   The Lord be with you.   

R     And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the 
inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts 
of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we 
may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

R    Amen   
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R On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 

the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen 

PEACE  

P  The peace of Christ be with you always.  

R  And also with you. 

RESPONSE 
OFFERING                

The work of God continues, even when we can’t gather in 
person. While the offering plate can't be passed around, there 
are still several ways to tithe: 
• Mail your offering envelope to the church office 
• Check out Zion's website for online donation option via Tithe.ly      
      OR you can go directly to this link https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077 
• Set up direct bill pay at your personal bank 

And always remember, there are many ways we can make 
offerings to God, such as prayer and acts of service. 
 

“O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” 
by Thoro Harris & Samuel Trevor Francis 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

P You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your 
church throughout the world; make it a place of welcome. 
Strengthen faith through the activities of the church. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

R hear our prayer. 

P O God, have compassion on your creation. Where there 
is ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, 
and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 

R hear our prayer. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077


HYMN        “Come, Thou Fount of Every…” HYMN NO. 807 
 

 

Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,  

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory 

fills my heart with joy and love, 

teach me ever to adore thee; 

may I still thy goodness prove. 
 

Here I raise my Ebenezer: 

"Hither by thy help I've come"; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

wand'ring from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 

interposed his precious blood. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

daily I'm constrained to be; 

let that grace now like a fetter 

bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 

seal it for thy courts above. 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
P Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize, in 

the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

R I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 

of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.   

SPECIAL MUSIC      

“He's Got the Whole World in His Hands” KOTK 

WORD 

FIRST READING Psalm 103:8-13 
8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always accuse, 
    nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion for his children, 
    so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 
(NRSV)  
 
A  The Word of the Lord.   

R     Thanks be to God.   
 

SECOND READING  Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with 
diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite different 
practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one 
another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who 
died for all of us and will judge each of us. 
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose 
of quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, 
while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not 
pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 
them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And 
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.  
5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others 
judge all days to be alike.  

Page 4 



Let all be fully convinced in their own minds.  6 Those who 
observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who 
eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; 
while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give 
thanks to God.  7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die 
to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we 
die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so 
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 Why do 
you pass judgment on your brother or sister?  Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister?  For we will all stand before 
the judgment seat of God.  11 For it is written, “As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give 
praise to God.”  12 So then, each of us will be accountable to 
God.  (NRSV)  

 

A The Word of the Lord.    

R  Thanks be to God.   

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                    HYMNAL p. 151 
 

 

 
 

P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th 
Chapter. 

R     Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35 

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus 
responds with a parable that suggests human forgiveness 
should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 
 

21 Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member 
of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As 
many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.  23 “For this reason the 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him; 25 and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on 
his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that 
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow 
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by 
the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow 
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw 
him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow 
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 
debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 
heart.”  (NRSV) 

 

P The gospel of the Lord.   

R Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON         “Above and Beyond" Rev. Lisa Hoelscher 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In our Hearts and Prayers: our homebound and shut-ins, all 

other nursing home residents, Myrtle Becker, The Family of Craig 
Day (brother of Sheri Robinson), Claribel Hannemann, The Family 
of Peggy Janssen, Leola Landis, Margaret Wilke, our 
Fredericksburg community, our government, our nation, and the 
military.   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Special Concerns for September are the Needs 

Council and Food Pantry.  The Mission Committee and 

Council appreciate your generosity in support of these vital 
community services. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

During the Offering, we lift up the Worship Committee and ask 

that you keep them in your prayers. God bless them with inspiration 
and creativity as we learn how to be the church in new ways. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

LWR Appeal Shipping containers carrying 47,000 quilts and kits 

were recently destroyed during the explosion in Beirut, Lebanon. 
Please consider making a financial donation by going to LWR.org 
and clicking "donate." Thank you for your generosity. (You may 
also write a check to Zion with LWR Appeal in the memo line.) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Our Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Peggy 

Janssen, who passed away on September 4, 2020.  May God bring 
comfort and peace to those who mourn.  The family will have a 
Celebration of Life at a later date. Memorials may be given to Zion 
Lutheran Church, or the P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund, in care of 
Kathie Guenther, 212 Ellebracht Drive, Fredericksburg. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thank you for your General Fund Contributions of $3,745, and 

your Postage Contributions of $25 given this past week.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We had 57 views of last Sunday’s video on our YouTube 
channel. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

IF YOU DON’T RECEIVE YOUR BULLETIN IN THE MAIL BY 
SATURDAY…..PLEASE CHECK THE CHURCH OFFICE PORCH 

FOR COPIES YOU CAN PICK UP. 
 

To access the broadcast on YouTube, type  
www.zion-lutheran.com/youtube into your web browser. 

 

Oct-Dec Portals of Prayer are available in the box on the front 
porch of the church office. 

 
 

ZION HAS A NEW REDISGNED WEBSITE.   
SAME WEB ADDRESS:  WWW.ZION-LUTHERAN.COM 

 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Fredericksburg, Texas 
426 W. Main – PO Box 1571 – Fredericksburg, TX  78624 

(830) 997-2195 – www.zion-lutheran.com – email:  zionfbg@gmail.com 
Go Like Our Facebook Page @ 

https://www.facebook.com/zionfredericksburgtx/ 
 

_____________________________________________ 

15th Sunday after Pentecost – Sept. 13, 2020 

Broadcast on KNAF (910AM) at 9:00AM 

Video on Zion’s YouTube Channel at 9:00am 

(go to www.youtube.com & search ‘Zion Fredericksburg, TX’) 
Podcast available www.zion-lutheran.com under sermons tab 

 

Senior Pastor – Rev. Ron Windecker; prwzion@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Rev. Lisa Hoelscher; pastorlisah@gmail.com 
Accompanist – Sheri Robinson; Director of Music – Ray Salinas 

Videographer – Peter Ray 
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