Zion Lutheran Church
Fredericksburg, Texas

7

th

Sunday after Pentecost

July 19, 2020

____________________________
P=Presider R=Responses
BELLS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Please prepare your heart and mind for worship)
PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC
“I’ll Tell the World That I’m a Christian” by Baynard L. Fox
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
R
Amen
P
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P
Reconciling God,
R
we confess that we do not trust your
abundance, and we deny your presence in our
lives. We place our hope in ourselves and
rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe
that you provide enough for all. We abuse
your good creation for our own benefit. We
fear difference and do not welcome others as
you have welcomed us. We sin in thought,
word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us; and in your
Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve
you in newness of life. Amen
P
Merciful God, by the abundance of your love we have
peace with you through ☩ Christ Jesus. As a called and
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
R
Amen

SENDING HYMN
“I Know That My…” (vs.1,2,3,8) HYMN NO. 619
I know that my Redeemer lives!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
he lives, my ever-living head!
He lives triumphant from the grave;
he lives eternally to save;
he lives exalted, throned above;
he lives to rule his church in love.
He lives to grant me rich supply;
he lives to guide me with his eye;
he lives to comfort me when faint;
he lives to hear my soul's complaint.
He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
what joy this blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION
1. Which part of the word of God -- the readings and the
sermon -- resonates with you today?
2. What is one moment from the rest of the service
(liturgy, hymns, or prayers) that you want to keep with
you the rest of the week?
DISMISSAL
P
Be at peace. Christ is with you today and always.
R Thanks be to God.
“Have Faith in God” by B.B. McKinney
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God of healing, you accompany those who suffer and
are near to the brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your
children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel
trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any way
especially those who we name in our hearts. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of hope, come alongside the people of Zion as we
seek to serve you. Empower us with wisdom, creativity,
and energy to find new ways to be the church in the
midst of a changed world. Bring your inspiration to our
committee leaders and volunteers who serve you in
many and various ways. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun
in your endless kingdom. We remember with
thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints
close to us especially our family members and friends.
Gather us with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from
your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
R
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

GATHERING
HYMN “Savior, Again to Your Dear Name” HYMN NO. 534
Savior, again to your dear name we raise
with one accord our parting hymn of praise;
once more we bless you ere our worship cease,
then, lowly bending, wait your word of peace.
Grant us your peace upon our homeward way;
with you began, with you shall end the day;
guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
that in this house have called upon your name.
Grant us your peace, Lord,
through the coming night;
for us transform its darkness into light.
Keep us from harm and danger till the dawn;
your evening presence promise to your own.
Grant us your peace throughout our earthly life,
our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife;
then, when your voice shall bid our conflict cease,
call us, O Lord, to your eternal peace.
Text: John Ellerton, 1826-1893, alt.

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
R And also with you.

BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look
upon you with favor and ☩give you peace.
R
Amen
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KYRIE (Sung)
HYMNAL p. 147
P
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us
pray to the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
R
Amen
HYMN OF PRAISE
“Glory to God…” HYMNAL p. 148
P
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on
earth.
R
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and
Father: We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb
of God: You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. You are seated at the
right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father. Amen
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you.
R
And also with you.
P
Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care
for your children with firmness and compassion. By your
Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may
be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
R
Amen
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R

On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit,
the
holy
catholic
church,
the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen
PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
R And also with you.

RESPONSE

OFFERING
The work of God continues, even when we can’t gather in
person. While the offering plate can't be passed around, there
are still several ways to tithe:
•
•
•

Mail your offering envelope to the church office
Check out Zion's website for online donation option via Tithe.ly
OR you can go directly to this link https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077
Set up direct bill pay at your personal bank

And always remember, there are many ways we can make
offerings to God, such as prayer and acts of service.
“My Faith Has Found a Resting Place”
Music: Norwegian Folk Melody; Lyrics: Lidie H. Edmunds

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P
Confident of your care, we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
P
God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel
of Jesus Christ into your field. Help your church
throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full
of resolve and gentleness, that our witness may be
faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy,
R hear our prayer.
P
God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may
walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the human family,
now torn apart by division, strife, and pain. Guide us by
your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your
mercy,
R hear our prayer.

HYMN

“Amazing Grace…” (vs.1,2,4,5) HYMN NO. 779
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!
The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.
When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize, in
the words of the Apostles’ Creed
R
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator
of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.
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SPECIAL MUSIC
YTZ

“On Eagle’s Wings”

Ray Salinas

WORD
FIRST READING
Isaiah 44:6-8
There are no other gods besides God: the word of
the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God,
through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.
6 Thus

says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8 Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one. (NRSV)
A
R

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 8:12-25
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality
of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s children,
keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope
that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death
and decay.
12 So

then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the
flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13 for if you live according
to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death
the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by
the Spirit of God are children of God.
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15 For

you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba!
Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him. 18 I consider that the
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with
eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the
will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself
will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until
now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience. (NRSV)
A
R

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P
R

HYMNAL p. 151

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th
Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in
this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and
causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.
GOSPEL

put before them another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed
in his field; 25 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went
away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the
weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he
replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until
the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect
the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but
gather the wheat into my barn.’” 36 Then he left the crowds
and went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is
the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of
the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are
angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! (NRSV)
24 He

P
R

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

“Making Right Choices” Rev. Ron Windecker
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
In our Hearts and Prayers: our homebound and shut-ins,
all other nursing home residents, Marilyn Green (sister of Julia
Weden), Myrtle Becker, Claribel Hannemann, Peggy Janssen,
Leola Landis, Gary McVey, Bee Troxell, Evelyn Wells, Edith
Wilderotter, Margaret Wilke, our Fredericksburg community,
our government, our nation, and the military.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The Special Concern for July is the FBG Food Pantry
and Hill Country Needs Council. The Council along with the
Mission Committee both agreed to have the July’s Special
Concern offerings be divided equally between the Food Pantry
and Needs Council, same as it was in May.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Virtual Family Nights – Monday, July 20, 27, & Aug. 3
@ 6:30-7:10ish via Zoom. Please contact Pastor Lisa at
pastorlisah@gmail.com for the Zoom Meeting Link. Anyone
can join in.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The Experiencing God Study will meet under the Atrium
awning on July 21 at 7pm. Please bring a lawn chair. Email
Pastor Lisa for more details at pastorlisah@gmail.com.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Thank you for your General Fund Contributions of $3,225,
your Building Fund Contributions of $85, your Food Pantry
Contributions of $310, your Needs Council Contributions of
$90, and your Postage Contributions of $275 given this past
week.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We had 69 views of last Sunday’s video on our YouTube
channel.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
IF YOU DON’T RECEIVE YOUR BULLETIN IN THE MAIL BY
SATURDAY…..PLEASE CHECK THE CHURCH OFFICE
PORCH FOR COPIES YOU CAN PICK UP.
PORTALS OF PRAYER FOR JULY-SEPT CAN ALSO BE
PICKED UP FROM THE BOX ON THE CHURCH OFFICE
PORCH.

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Fredericksburg, Texas
426 W. Main – PO Box 1571 – Fredericksburg, TX 78624
(830) 997-2195 – www.zion-lutheran.com – email: zionfbg@gmail.com
Go Like Our Facebook Page @
https://www.facebook.com/zionfredericksburgtx/
_____________________________________________
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