Zion Lutheran Church
Fredericksburg, Texas

Seventh Sunday of Easter

May 24, 2020

____________________________
P=Presider R=Responses
BELLS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Please prepare your heart and mind for worship)
PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC
“Stepping in the Light” by William J. Kirkpatrick & Eliza E. Hewitt
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
R
Amen
P
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
R
Amen
Silence is kept for reflection.
P
R

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen

BENEDICTION
P
Friends in Christ, when crisis and pain come, cast all
your anxiety on Christ, because he cares for you. The
God of all grace, who has called you to eternal glory in
Christ, restore, support, strengthen, and establish you in
the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, to whom
be the power forever and ever.
R Amen
DISMISSAL
P
Christ is risen, just as he said. Be at peace. Share the
good news. Alleluia!
R Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
SENDING HYMN “The Spirit Sends…” HYMN NO. 551
The Spirit sends us forth to serve;
we go in Jesus' name
to bring glad tidings to the poor,
God's favor to proclaim.
We go to comfort those who mourn
and set the burdened free;
where hope is dim, to share a dream
and help the blind to see.
We go to be the hands of Christ,
to scatter joy like seed
and, all our days, to cherish life,
to do the loving deed.
Then let us go to serve in peace,
the gospel to proclaim.
God's Spirit has empowered us;
we go in Jesus' name.
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications

“Send the Light” by Charles H. Gabriel
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P

R
P

R
P

R
P
R

Make your justice known among the nations of the earth.
Protect the vulnerable, especially in nations currently in
crisis. Redirect those who use violence and greed as
weapons. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P

Come to the aid of your people. During this time of
uncertainty because of the virus, we pray for guidance
and peace for all people that they may rest their
anxieties in your care. We also pray for those who are ill
in any way that they may receive your healing. We
especially pray for those we name in our hearts that are
in need of your care. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

R

Give courage to all who risk their lives to serve in our
armed forces. Grant safety to those serving at home or
abroad, and assure them of your never-failing strength.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we
place all for whom we pray into your eternal care;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
R
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

GATHERING
HYMN

“God, Whose Almighty Word” HYMN NO. 673

God, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard
and took their flight: hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day sheds
not its glorious ray, let there be light.
Christ, who once came to bring,
on your redeeming wing,
healing and sight; health to the troubled mind,
sight where illusions blind;
oh, now to humankind let there be light.
Spirit of truth and love, life-giving, holy dove,
speed forth your flight; move on the water's face
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place let there be light.
Holy and blessed three, glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might: boundless as ocean's tide,
rolling in fullest pride, through the earth, far and
wide, let there be light.
Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
R And also with you.
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KYRIE (Spoken)
HYMNAL p. 147
P
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us
pray to the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
R
Lord, have mercy.
P
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
R
Amen
HYMN OF PRAISE
“Glory to God…” HYMNAL p. 148
P
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on
earth.
R
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and
Father: We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb
of God: You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. You are seated at the
right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father. Amen

PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
R And also with you.

RESPONSE
OFFERING
The work of God continues, even when we can’t gather in
person. While the offering plate can't be passed around, there
are still several ways to tithe:
•
•
•

Mail your offering envelope to the church office
Check out Zion's website for online donation option via Tithe.ly
OR you can go directly to this link https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077
Set up direct bill pay at your personal bank

And always remember, there are many ways we can make
offerings to God, such as prayer and acts of service.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and
resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and
places in praying for the Church, the world, and all who
are in need.
R

hear our prayer.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you. R And also with you.
P
Let us pray. O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ
suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us
with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all
the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
R
Amen
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HYMN

“Lord, Speak to Us…” (vs.1-3) HYMN NO. 676
Lord, speak to us, that we may speak
in living echoes of your tone;
as you have sought, so let us seek
your straying children, lost and lone.
Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead
the wand'ring and the wav'ring feet;
oh, feed us, Lord, that we may feed
your hung'ring ones with manna sweet.

Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach
the precious truths which you impart;
and wing our words, that they may reach
the hidden depths of many a heart.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize, in
the words of the Apostles’ Creed
R
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator
of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen
Page 7

FROGGING TIME AT ZION (Fully Rely On God)
SPECIAL MUSIC
“Soul on Fire” by Third Day

Janalee Hannemann, Dan & Judy McGookey

WORD
FIRST READING
Acts 1:6-14
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of
the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of
the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of
his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the
power of the Holy Spirit.
6 So

when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is
this the time when you will restore the kingdom to
Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes
stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.” 12 Then they returned to
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had
entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they
were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew,
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of
James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. (NRSV)
A
R

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of
others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when
we experience disparagement from others because we trust
God’s grace will strengthen and guide us.
12 Beloved,

do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking
place among you to test you, as though something strange
were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for
joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is
the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God,
so that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on
him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves, keep
alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around,
looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your
faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world
are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the power
forever and ever. Amen (NRSV)
A
R

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

HYMNAL p. 151

P
R

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 17th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 17:1-11, 20-21a
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his
heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his work in
this world will live in unity.
GOSPEL

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that
the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given
him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to
do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 6 “I
have made your name known to those whom you gave me
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me,
and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that
you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom
you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours,
and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and
I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name
that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are
one. 20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of
those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they
may all be one. (NRSV)
P
R

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

“No Need to Squint”

Rev. Lisa Hoelscher
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
In our Hearts and Prayers: our homebound and shut-ins,
all other nursing home residents, Myrtle Becker, Melva
Chancellor-Burnham, Claribel Hannemann, Peggy Janssen,
Leola Landis, Gary McVey, Bee Troxell, Evelyn Wells, Edith
Wilderotter, Margaret Wilke, our Fredericksburg community,
our government, our nation, and the military.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Special Concern for May is the Fredericksburg
Food Pantry and Hill Country Needs Council.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

To support our connection as the body of Christ and
encourage the study of scripture, Pastor Ron and Pastor Lisa
are continuing weekly devotions during this Easter season.
New videos are available weekly on Wednesdays at 6:00am
on Zion's YouTube channel. Paper copies will also be mailed
with the Sunday bulletin. To access the videos, go
to youtube.com and search for "Zion Fredericksburg Texas."
The search will take you to Zion's channel, and you can click
on the devotion video.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Thank you for your General Fund Contributions of $4,268,
your Food Pantry Contributions of $125, your Needs Council
Contributions of $125, and your postage contributions of $5
given this past week.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We had 111 views of last Sunday’s video on our YouTube
channel.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, May 25 in
observance of Memorial Day.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Christi will be taking a vacation day on Friday, May 29. The
office will be open from 8am-10:30am and 1pm-3pm.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

IF YOU DON’T RECEIVE YOUR BULLETIN IN THE MAIL BY
SATURDAY…..PLEASE CHECK THE CHURCH OFFICE
PORCH FOR COPIES YOU CAN PICK UP.

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Fredericksburg, Texas
426 W. Main – PO Box 1571 – Fredericksburg, TX 78624
(830) 997-2195 – www.zion-lutheran.com – email: zionfbg@gmail.com
Go Like Our Facebook Page @
https://www.facebook.com/zionfredericksburgtx/
_____________________________________________
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