Zion Lutheran Church
Fredericksburg, Texas

Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 10, 2020

____________________________
P=Presider R=Responses
BELLS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Please prepare your heart and mind for worship)
PRE-WORSHIP MUSIC
“Great Is the Lord”
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
R
Amen
P
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
R
Amen
Silence is kept for reflection.
P
R

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen

DISMISSAL
P
Wherever you are, remember this: you are the ones
chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly
work; chosen to be holy people, to be instrument's of
God's work, to speak for God and tell others what God
has done for you.
P
C

So go into the world; live as God’s people, through the
grace of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

HYMN

“I Know That My…” (vs.1,2,8)

HYMN NO. 619

I know that my Redeemer lives!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
he lives, my ever-living head!
He lives triumphant from the grave;
he lives eternally to save;
he lives exalted, throned above;
he lives to rule his church in love.
He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
what joy this blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.

“Come, Thou Almighty King”
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P

R
P

R
P
R

God of life, walk alongside all children and youth who
have had to adapt to a new life due to COVID-19. Fill
them with your presence, and bring them calm, hope,
and certainty that they are loved. Empower all family
members and caretakers to watch over, protect, and
comfort the youngest members of our communities. We
are especially thankful for all mothers and the motherly
who care for young and old alike. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of history, from the beginning of creation, your
people have faced struggle, hardship, even death, and
you have heard their cries and ours. Meet our challenges
and fears with grace, mercy, and renewed hope. Come
again to us now, and reveal a better future to us, a future
rooted and guided by you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love and power, mighty
God, we lay down all of our prayers at your feet and
place our hope in you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look
upon you with favor and ☩give you peace.
C
Amen
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P

R

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

GATHERING
HYMN

“Alleluia! Jesus is…!” (vs.1,2,3,5)HYMN NO. 377
Alleluia! Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!

Refrain: Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!
Walking the way, Christ in the center
telling the story to open our eyes;
breaking our bread, giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain
Jesus the vine, we are the branches;
life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
heaven to earth, Christ to the people,
gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain
City of God, Easter forever,
golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,
river of life, saints and archangels,
sing with creation to God the I AM! Refrain
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926; Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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KYRIE (Spoken)
HYMNAL p. 147
P
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us
pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C
Amen
HYMN OF PRAISE
“Glory to God…” HYMNAL p. 148
P
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on
earth.
C
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and
Father: We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb
of God: You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. You are seated at the
right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father. Amen
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you. R And also with you.
P
Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the
way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and
to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
R
Amen
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RESPONSE
OFFERING
The work of God continues, even when we can’t gather in
person. While the offering plate can't be passed around, there
are still several ways to tithe:
•
•
•

Mail your offering envelope to the church office
Check out Zion's website for online donation option via Tithe.ly
OR you can go directly to this link https://tithe.ly/give?c=1367077
Set up direct bill pay at your personal bank

And always remember, there are many ways we can make
offerings to God, such as prayer and acts of service.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and
resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and
places in praying for the Church, the world, and all who
are in need.
P
God of creation, use us to build up your kingdom on
earth. Give us strength to proclaim your words and
deeds to our family, friends, neighbors, and strangers, so
that our lives continually point to your goodness.
Enlighten us with your wisdom, and show us how we can
utilize new means of outreach to do your ministry. Lord,
in your mercy,
R hear our prayer.
P
God of the nations, align our ways to your ways. Guide
our local, state, and national leaders in paths of wisdom
and good judgment. We pray especially for civic leaders
and elected officials. May their decisions reflect your love
for all people. Lord, in your mercy,
R hear our prayer.
P
God of healing, bind up the wounds of anyone who is
hurting -- whether it be mentally, physically, or spiritually.
Ease the burdens of stress, anxiety, and depression
weighing down so many of us right now, and bring
everyone to full health in you, especially those who we
name in our hearts.... Lord, in your mercy,
R hear our prayer.
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To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb,
who is the great I AM,
while millions join the theme,
I will sing, I will sing,
while millions join the theme, I will sing.
And when from death I'm free,
I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;
and when from death I'm free,
I'll sing God's love for me, and through eternity
I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
and through eternity I'll sing on.
Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we baptize, in
the words of the Apostles’ Creed
R
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator
of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen
PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
R
And also with you.
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SPECIAL MUSIC

“Contemplative Spiritual” arr. by Donald Moore

Chancel Choir

WORD
FIRST READING

Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to
serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the
word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food,
however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the
first martyr of the faith.
55 But

filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together
against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and
began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then
he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold
this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.
(NRSV)
A
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the
foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people
who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we
experience through Jesus Christ.
2 Like

newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that
by it you may grow into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted
that the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, though
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight,
and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
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it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him
will not be put to shame.” 7 To you then who believe, he is
precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,”
8 and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes
them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as
they were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (NRSV)
6 For

A
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

HYMNAL p. 151

4 And

you know the way to the place where I am going.”
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.” 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we
will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on
my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in
me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I
will do it. (NRSV)
5 Thomas

P
C

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
P
C

The holy gospel according to St. John, the
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL

14th

Rev. Lisa Hoelscher

Chapter.

John 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words
with his disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he
promises to go before them and act on their behalf.
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also
in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If
it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also.
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“Satisfaction Guaranteed”

HYMN

“What Wondrous…” (vs.1,3,4) HYMN NO. 666

What wondrous love is this,
O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this,
O my soul! What wondrous love is this
that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse
for my soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful
curse for my soul?
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers, and all who give
motherly care.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In our Hearts and Prayers: our homebound and shut-ins,
all other nursing home residents, Myrtle Becker, Melva
Chancellor-Burnham, Claribel Hannemann, Peggy Janssen,
Leola Landis, Gary McVey, Bee Troxell, Evelyn Wells, Edith
Wilderotter, Margaret Wilke, our Fredericksburg community,
our government, our nation, and the military.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Special Concern for May is the Fredericksburg
Food Pantry and Hill Country Needs Council.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

To support our connection as the body of Christ and
encourage the study of scripture, Pastor Ron and Pastor Lisa
are continuing weekly devotions during this Easter season.
New videos are available weekly on Wednesdays at 6:00 am
on Zion's YouTube channel. Paper copies will also be mailed
with the Sunday bulletin. To access the videos, go
to youtube.com and search for "Zion Fredericksburg Texas."
The search will take you to Zion's channel, and you can click
on the devotion video.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Thank you for your General Fund Contributions of $6,310,
your Building Fund Contributions of $40, your Zion Camping
Scholarships of $75, and your Cemetery Fund Contributions of
$35 given this past week.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We had 93 views of last Sunday’s video on our YouTube
channel.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

IF YOU DON’T RECEIVE YOUR BULLETIN IN THE MAIL BY
SATURDAY…..PLEASE CHECK THE CHURCH OFFICE
PORCH FOR COPIES YOU CAN PICK UP.
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NRSV)
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the
truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends.
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY TO ALL WHO EXPRESS
GOD’S LOVE TO OTHERS!
4
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