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May 2020         Newsletter – Zion Lutheran Church 

Dear Friends, 
Christ is Risen! He is Risen! Alleluia! Together we observed the 

Resurrection. Together we shouted phrases like above.  Now we must 
continue on in ministry remembering the meaning of the resurrection for us 
today.  We have the “Light of the world” available for each of us to guide 
and lead us! 

If that is the case, Matthew 5:15 &16 is meaningful where we read  
“No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but in a 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your 
light shine before others so they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” So the light (Jesus) is with us now and forever. We 
have a responsibility to keep this light shining at home, in our church, our 
community, and worldwide. 
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When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. 

The Spring storms are surely to continue to come with lightning 
and thunder.  I’m sure you can recall this type of storm, and as so 
often happens, the electricity goes off, making the home completely 
dark.  When this happens immediately we begin the search for a 
different light source.  We find a candle, place it on a table and 
immediately we have a small act of light, but most of the room is still 
dark.  Then we find a candlestick or some means of raising the 
candle and the light engulfs the entire room, even the dark corners. 

Many people spend their lives stumbling about in a darkness, a 
spiritual darkness because the Light of the world has not reached 
them.  Jesus the Risen Savior, is the Light and we can be his 
candlesticks.  We can proclaim the Resurrection and His love to 
other people, therefore allowing our light to shine!  Unless we stand 
tall to hold the Light and the message of Light high, some corner in 
our homes, church, community and world will always be in the dark. 

For over 6 weeks we have experienced a storm in our lives 
called COVID 19.  There have been dark spots and dark corners in 
our lives as a result of this.  This virus has changed our lives so 
much.  For instance, it has changed how we live, communicate, 
conduct business, worship, study the Bible together, and teach our 
children.  I know that up to now Gillespie County and Fredericksburg 
have been very fortunate in the fact that the virus has not physically 
affected a large number of people in our Community.   
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However, all of us have been affected emotionally by this situation. Your 
church staff and volunteers have done everything possible to support 
you and to keep the light of Christ shining at Zion and beyond.  Please 
note that just because you may not see Christ’s light shining at Zion, 
that light is shining very bright.  Actually, our ministry has grown 
because of the situation we are all in with new video capabilities, 
stronger youth ministry, complete worship experiences for you, 
Wednesday devotions for all, and a church council that is calling to 
check on our members. You see, the ministry of Zion continues to serve 
God’s people. 

 I am looking forward to the day we can worship together and 
share the Lord’s Supper again.  For now, let us give thanks to  
God for the talented people at Zion that have helped keep our  
ministry moving forward.  We realize that it is this light of Christ  
that will get us through all of this.  Together through this  
Easter Season we proclaim that Jesus Christ       
is risen from the dead.  This fact lights up an  
otherwise dark experience.  Let us remember  
that in the midst of all that is involved with  
this virus, the light of the resurrected  
Christ shines above all things, including the  
virus.   

So where is your light right now?  
How high do you hold His light?   
Who around you sees the light  
of Christ? 

 

Peace,  

Pastor Ron Windecker 
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Rosalee 
Heimann 

passed 
away on 

Thursday, 
April 9, 2020 
at the age of 

86 years.   A private 
memorial service was 

held on April 22, 2020 in 
Zion Lutheran Church 

with Rev. Ron 
Windecker officiating.    

A video is available on 
Zion's Youtube channel. 

Pastoral Acts 

Adolph 
Gene 

Bernhard, 
Jr. passed 

away on 
Saturday, 

April 11, 
2020 at the age of 

80 years. 
 

A Celebration of Life will 
be held at a later date. 

 

Pentecost Sunday is May 31.  You are 
encouraged to wear red this day. 

Well, we've been through a lot together over the past few weeks, and we're 
not at all sure how much more we'll have to endure.  Now is a time in our life 
when the Word of God and our worship experiences take on a heightened 
meaning in our lives.  I hope and pray that each of you is able to find some 
hope and encouragement from the worship services and devotions which our 
Pastors have made available to us.  What a wonderful new tool for our 
ministry at Zion Lutheran Church.  To be able to broadcast the message of 
the Word from Zion Lutheran Church in Fredericksburg, Texas out to the 
entire world is truly a blessing.  How we can do that effectively in the future 
will be a subject of a wonderful discussion for the Church Council.  In the 
meantime, please take advantage of the broadcasts, and devotions prepared 
by Pastor Ron and Pastor Lisa, and join us all in the prayer that we might 
very soon be back together again in the full body of Christ, not just spiritually, 
but physically as well.   
Stay well, and stay  
safe. 

Dear Fellow Members in Christ, 

Robert Menking,  
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Viola 
Blackwell  

Jones 
passed away 

on Friday, 
April 24, 

2020 at the 
age of 89 years. 

 

The family had a private 
graveside service.   

A Celebration of Life will 
be held at a later date. 

 



 

The monthly Bible study took a breather in April, and it's now time to look ahead 
to our next topic. I (Pastor Lisa) have chosen a study entitled "Living Our 
Baptism: Five Gifts of Discipleship." If you've ever wondered, "as a disciple of 
Jesus, what am I supposed to DO?" -- this study explores just that. We will go to 
the root of our faith -- our baptism -- and delve into our Lutheran liturgy to 
discover what God calls us to do. Here is a brief description of the study: 
 

The Faith Practices Initiative of the ELCA urges members of this church to “put 
their faith into practice” by living out the promises contained in the liturgy for the 
Affirmation of Baptism.  In that promise, we pledge as members of the body of 

Christ through baptism to: 
∗ live among God’s faithful people 

∗ hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper 
∗ proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed 

∗ serve all people following the example of Jesus 

∗ strive for justice and peace in all the earth 

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 236) 
 

These Five Gifts of Discipleship are faith practices—five gifts to be  
unwrapped, discovered, and re-discovered. The Holy Spirit uses  
these gifts to teach discipleship, stir the embers of  
faith, create bold leaders, and transform  
congregations to be communities of Jesus where  
there are life-changing relationships with God,  
one another and the world. 
 

We will begin this study with a video presentation  
by Pastor Ron and me on the origins of baptism  
in the early church, Martin Luther's teachings  
on baptism, and how this sacrament has been  
shared at Zion. The video will be  
available in May via YouTube, and  
the study will begin (hopefully in  
person) in June. Stay tuned via the  
weekly bulletin and email  
announcements for the exact date  
the video will be available.  
I pray that you will join us!  

Pastor’s Bible Study 
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In April, the children and families of 
Zion received 3 kits with activities to 
do at home. The first kit was        
delivered on holy Saturday and    
included Easter eggs, the children's 
bulletin, a coloring sheet, and other 
goodies. The following week, the kit 
included a craft for children to make 
praying hands around a mealtime 
prayer, a card to decorate and send 
to members who are chronically 
homebound or in nursing homes, 
and the dry ingredients to make 
cookies.  And the third kit included a 
scavenger hunt and materials to 
plant marigolds. The children and 
families were encouraged to watch 
Pastor Lisa and Janalee tell the  
parable of the Sower on Zion's 
YouTube channel and then plant 
their seeds. The kits have been a 
great way to stay connected and 
have some fun together at home as 
a family!  (See pictures on the   
birthday page insert.) 

VBS Summer Day Camp 
WILL NOT BE HELD on  
June 8-12 as originally 

planned.  Pastor Ron, Pastor 
Lisa, and Janalee will work 
with the Youth Committee to 
provide an activity later in the 

summer if possible. 

• Heard reports from the Pastors 
related to continuing efforts to 
provide video worship 
opportunities during the 
Coronal Virus pandemic. 

• Approved a recommendation 
from the Day Care committee 
to grant conditional approval to 
FISD for additional space if 
necessary during the following 
lease term. 

• Approved a technology 

       renovation plan for the 
church’s computer hardware  
and software.  This plan will  
coordinate and update all of 

the church’s computers used  
for various applications. 

 

Council Highlights 
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On-Going Activities for 
Children & Families 



 

Attendance: Early Late 

Apr 5, 10, 12, 19, 26—worshipped 
from home 

 

General Fund Offerings:  
(Includes:  Loose & SS Offerings) 

Apr   5  $    7,067.12 

Apr 12  $    6,578.27 

Apr 19  $    2,105.00 

Apr 26  $    2,420.00 

 Total $  18,170.39 

 

Building Fund Offerings: 
Apr   5  $           0.00  
Apr 12  $         45.00     
Apr 19  $         25.00 

Apr 26  $           0.00 

 Total $         70.00 

 

Gen Fund Rev & Exp for MAR: 
Gen Fund Rev Total     $  25,995.77 

Gen Fund Exp Total      $  33,504.49 

 

2020 Year-to-Date thru MAR: 
Revenue/Expense      $  (5,412.43) 
From Earnings/Conting.$          0.00 

Remaining Rev/Deficit  $  (5,412.43) 
 

SPECIAL CONCERN UPDATE: 
Apr—Youth Camping $470 

Statistics 
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...to Myrtle Becker who will turn 
95 on May 5, 2020. 

 

...to Dwayne and Karen Beyer 
who will celebrate 40 years of 

marriage on May 10, 2020. 

Congratulations... 

Special thanks to Janalee          
Hannemann, Barbara Sultemeier, 
and Debbie Sultemeier for providing    
supplies for the various kits for our 
children and families!     

~Pastor Lisa  

Thank You Note 

At Home: 
CLARIBEL HANNEMANN 

317 W Hackberry 
DWIGHT WEIRICH, PO Box 2425 

 

FBG Nursing—1117 S Adams St: 
HARRIET SCHLAUDT 

GENEVA SCHWARTZ 

 

Knopp Healthcare—202 Billie Dr: 
MARGARET WILKE 

 

Knopp Retire.—103 E Trailmoor: 
RANDY MCBRIDE 

 

Villages of Windcrest— 

702 W Windcrest:   
PEGGY JANSSEN 

 

Windcrest— 

210 W Windcrest:   
MYRTLEBECKER 

DAVE MAYER 

Our Shut-Ins 



 

Council Members 
President, Robert Menking 

(Chairperson & Mission)  

Vice President, David Hartmann 
(Stewardship)  

 

Treasurer, Jill Minshew  
(Finance & Parish Ed)  

 

Secretary, Sandy Schmidtzinsky 
(Evangelism & Parish Ed)  

 

Peggy Jander (Fellowship)  
 

Gina Koennecke (TBD)  
 

Jim O’Neal (Fellowship, Nominating 
& Scholarship)  

 

Florence Rogers (TBD) 992-0133 

 

Virginia Soell  
(Property & Worship)  

Office Hours 
 

Monday—Friday 8am—3pm 

 

Pastor Ron Windecker 
prwzion@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  
Mon & Wed 9am—noon 

Parsonage Phone:  997-4264 

 

Pastor Lisa Hoelscher 
pastorlisah@gmail.com 

Associate Pastor’s Office 
Hours: 

Tues, Wed & Fri 8:30am—noon 

 

Christi Fowler, Administrator 
zionfbg@gmail.com 

997-2195 

Bulk Rate 
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Zion Lutheran Church 

(830) 997-2195 

www.zion-lutheran.com 

426 W. Main Street (church location) 
415 W. AUSTIN ST (#$$%&') 

Fredericksburg, TX  78624 

 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP  
8AM & 10:30AM  

Worship Service with  
Communion 

 

9:00am Breakfast 
9:15am Sunday School Opening 

9:30am Sunday School  
9:30am Adult Bible Study 


